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Acknowledgement of Indigenous Lands 

“ONTARIO is located on the traditional territory of Indigenous peoples dating back 
countless generations. We show our respect for their contributions and recognize the 
role of treaty making in what is now Ontario. Hundreds of years after the first treaties 

were signed, they are still relevant today.” 
 
 

IODE Prayer 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we praise Thee for the blessings of our homes, 
for the fullness of life and opportunity in this Dominion; and for the ties which bind us 
together within our Commonwealth. We beseech Thee to bless our Queen and Royal 
Family, and to guide and direct all who sit in authority over us. Grant Thy protection, 

we pray Thee, to those who serve Queen and Country, on sea and land and in the air. 
May right triumph and the spirit of brotherhood prevail throughout the world. Pardon 

our sins and accept our thanksgiving. Give to each member grace to serve Thee 
faithfully and to labour loyally for the welfare of our country; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 

IODE Affirmation 

I will support the mission of IODE and will be governed by the Constitution of IODE. 
 
 
 

IODE Statement of Values 
 

IODE Canada’s core values of respect, integrity, inclusiveness and dedication to 
excellence are the foundation of service to the public and IODE members. These 
core values provide us with a means of guiding and evaluating decisions, operations, 

planning and teamwork in support of IODE’s mission. 
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          Resolutions of Loyalty To 

      HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II 

        Queen of Canada 
 
 
 MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY: 

 
The members of the Provincial Chapter of Ontario IODE, meeting virtually by video 

teleconference on the occasion of the 102
nd Annual General Meeting, respectfully wish to 

present to Your Majesty, our beloved Sovereign and Patron, our reaffirmation of loyalty 
and devotion. Your Majesty’s dedication continues to inspire all citizens of the 
Commonwealth to look towards a brighter future. 

 
Earlier this year, Your Majesty became the first Monarch to celebrate a Platinum 

Jubilee, marking 70 years of service and dedication to the people of the Commonwealth. 
We know that the challenges we all face in fighting to overcome the current pandemic will 
not diminish the enthusiasm of our members who will celebrate and salute your continuing 
dedication and service within their primary chapters and communities across the Province 
of Ontario. 

 
On behalf of the members of IODE Ontario, we offer our congratulations to members 

of the growing Royal Family who provide Your Majesty with support and smiles every day 
as their mother, grandmother and great-grandmother. Our members send good wishes 
on the births this past year of two new great-granddaughters, Lilibet and most recently, 
Sienna - Your Majesty’s twelfth great-grandchild. 

 
IODE members across the Province of Ontario are thankful for Your Majesty’s 

continuing patronage and support over the past 70 years and we continue to draw 
inspiration and encouragement from Your Majesty’s dedication and service. 
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     Greetings to 

THE GOVERNOR GENERAL AND COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF CANADA 

Her Excellency, The Right Honourable 

        Mary Simon, CC CMM COM OQ CD FRCGS 
 
 
 
 MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: 
 
 

  The members of the Provincial Chapter of Ontario IODE, meeting virtually by video 

teleconference on the occasion of the 102
nd 

Annual General Meeting wish to reaffirm our 

loyalty to you as the 30th Governor General of Canada and as the representative in Canada 

of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 

 

  IODE members across the Province of Ontario are, as expressed by our motto, “Women 

dedicated to a better Canada.” We are thankful for your Excellency’s acceptance of the 

appointment and strongly support the priorities you have set for yourself as you fulfill your 

duties and your pledge to meet Canadians in all provinces and territories. 
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       Greetings to 

            THE LIEUTENANT- GOVERNOR OF ONTARIO 

The Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, OC OONT 

 
 

  MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR: 
 

 
  The members of the Provincial Chapter of Ontario IODE, meeting virtually by video 

teleconference on the occasion of the 102
nd 

Annual General Meeting wish to affirm our 
loyalty to you as our Honorary Patron and as the representative in Ontario of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II. 

 
  IODE members across the Province of Ontario remain, as expressed by our motto, 

“Women dedicated to a better Canada.” We take great pride in the example of dedication, 
service and inclusion set by Your Honour. We are thankful for Your Honour’s patronage and 
strongly support the priorities you have set for yourself as you fulfill your duties and your 
pledge of building resilience and sustainability through inclusive economic prosperity, 
environmental stewardship and social cohesion, as well as safeguarding democracy. 

 
  Please accept the best wishes of IODE members across Ontario as you carry out your 

duties during Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee year. 
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         President’s Message 
 

“Moving Forward Together” is one of the most appropriate themes that the 
Provincial Executive Committee members have coined for a Provincial Annual 
Meeting. Why? Because it describes YOU, the IODE member! Without a doubt, 
it is a tribute to the resiliency and resolve that you, as an IODE volunteer, have 
exemplified during yet another challenging year in 2021! 

As you read the Annual Reports, I am sure you will marvel and be “blown   
away”, as I did, at the accomplishments in education, citizenship and community 
services of every chapter included here. All I can say is a BIG THANK YOU to all 
of you! It makes me extremely proud to be part of an organization of women who 

continue to forge ahead despite unforeseen challenges, and with the impetus to move forward 
TOGETHER! 

The IODE Ontario Annual Report is a tangible record of what every chapter has done in the past 
year which, does not only document their projects and activities, but it is of great historical and archival 
relevance. Years from now when your children’s children and their grandchildren would want to know 
what your IODE involvement had been, they would often refer to past records. Provincial Archivist, 
Helen Danby can attest to the number of such queries she has received! Annual reports serve as a 
“tachograph” of the good work that members have done for their communities. It is, however, 
unfortunate that not all primary chapters submitted their annual reports, but moving forward, we hope 
that all officers will see the merits of documenting their chapter’s good works year after year. 

Many primary chapter’s activities during another COVID-challenged year were documented, 
individually read and compiled into this 2021 Annual Report. Every page gives us the occasion to 
enjoy that sense of accomplishment which every IODE member deserves but do not always claim. It 
also provides an insight into the learning opportunities for the present and the future of IODE. Author 
Amit Kalantri once wrote: “Today I am leading because yesterday I was reading.” Moving forward 
together necessitates that we take a good look at our past. 

2022 is shaping up to be another year when you and I, dedicated members of the Provincial 
Chapter of Ontario IODE, will move forward together under new directions. I am thankful to all of you 
for your support and for the privilege of standing with you, as we took many forward steps together in 
the last three years. 

Close your eyes for a moment and picture yourself by the beach. Watch 
the movement of the water. Just like the transverse action of the ocean waves, 
no part of it stays behind. Depending on the strength of the prevailing wind, 
the waves must, in all sections, move forward together creating swells of 
various height and intensity. We, in IODE are often riding the waves. Although 
some reach the crests and some stay in the troughs, one thing is for certain, 
we are moving forward together!  
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Honorary Vice-Presidents 2021-2022 
 
 

Marty Dalton 
Marie Westlake 
Ruth Ann Butler 
Patricia Fabian 
Chris Bateman 
Lynda Rivard 
Sandra Smith 
E. Anne Mason 
Bonnie Rees 
Karen Barker 
Renate Schuetz 

London 
Campbellford 
London 
Waterloo 
Queensville 
Simcoe 
Pain Court 
Vancouver 
Waterloo 
Toronto 
Owen Sound 

 
 

      Provincial Life Members 
 
 

Mary K. Anderson 
Karen Barker 
Chris Bateman 
Eleanor Bentley 
Marjorie Berner 
Jeannette Boyd 
Jo Brodie 
Ruth Ann Butler 
Marty Dalton 
Helen Danby 
Sheila Dearing 
Sheila DeJaegher 
Shirley Ann Elms 
June Elviage 
Eula Evans 
Patricia Fabian 
Tory Garfat 
Libby Gibson 

 
Linda Gryner 
Jean Hof 
Margo MacKinnon 
E. Anne Mason 
Gail McDiarmid 
Donna O’Reilly 
Virginia Reade 
Bonnie G. Rees 
Jean Richards 
Lynda Rivard 
Caroline Rodgers 
Patricia Scallan 
Renate Schuetz 
Mary Shonbeck 
Sandra Smith 
Ruth Stokes 
Barbara Vivash 
Marie Westlake 
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2021-2022 Provincial Officers 
 

President 
First Vice-President  
Second Vice-President  
Corresponding Secretary  
Recording Secretary 
Treasurer 
Citizenship  
Communications 
Education  
Assistant Education 
Assistant Education (Adopted Schools) 
Membership 
Services  
Services  
Standard Bearer 

 
Linda Gryner, Plympton-Wyoming  
Helen Danby, Petrolia 
Michelle Batty, Lambton Shores  
Kathy Newnes, London 
Jan Casbourn, Sarnia  
Debbie Button, Ridgetown 
Michelle Batty, Lambton Shores  
Elanor Brodie, Ottawa 
Helen Danby, Petrolia 
Lisa Cossar, Norwood  
Aileen Reid, Ingersoll 
Caroline Rodgers, Richmond  
Gloria Saunders, Petrolia  
Virginia Reade, Hamilton  
Kathryn Weston, Sarnia

 
 
 
Eastern Ontario  
Mid-Central Ontario 

  North Central Ontario 
Northern Ontario South 
Central Ontario 
Southwestern Ontario 
Toronto 
 
 
 
 
Archives                                                                                           
2022 Annual Meeting  
By-Laws 
Life Membership 
Nominating  
Relocation Ad Hoc  
Social Media  
Toronto Legacy  
Voting 
War Memorial 

Area Vice-Presidents 

 

Jo Brodie, Ottawa  
Aileen Reid, Ingersoll 
E. Anne Mason, Vancouver 
Heather Stuart, North Bay 
Donna O’Reilly, Freelton  
Wendy Weston, Dresden  
Catherine Moore, Tiny 
 

2021-2022 Convenors 
 

Helen Danby 
Helen Danby/Michelle Batty/Shirley Ann Elms  
Donna O’Reilly 
Sheila DeJaegher  
Renate Schuetz  
Michelle Batty  
Renate Schuetz  
Catherine Moore 
Caroline Rodgers/Donna O’Reilly  
Sandra Smith/Jo Brodie
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2021-2022 Provincial Councillors 
 

 
FIRST NAME SURNAME CHAPTER CITY 

1. Garna Argenti IODE Kent Regiment Chatham 
2. Karen Barker IODE 48th Highlanders Toronto 
3. Chris Bateman IODE West Gwillimbury Bradford 
4. Michelle Batty IODE Errol Egremont Sarnia 
5. Eleanor Bentley IODE Claremont Hamilton 
6. Margaret Bentley IODE Claremont Hamilton 
7. Ashley Bonnell IODE 48th Highlanders Toronto 
8. Kathryn Boyden IODE 48th Highlanders Toronto 
9. Elanor Brodie IODE Laurentian Ottawa 
10. Josephine Brodie IODE Laurentian Ottawa 
11. Ruth Ann Butler IODE Eldon House London 
12. Debbie Button IODE Confederation Ridgetown 
13. Jan Casbourn IODE Hon. Malcolm Cameron Sarnia 
14. Leslie Chekan IODE Errol Egremont, IODE Kathleen Drope Sarnia, Toronto 
15. Norma Chicoine IODE William Melville Spencer London 
16. Lisa Cossar IODE Bemersyde Campbellford 
17. Karen Dalton IODE Eldon House London 
18. Helen Danby IODE Margaret Stokes Petrolia 
19. Susan Davis IODE Claremont Hamilton 
20. Sheila M. DeJaegher IODE Kent Regiment Chatham 
21. Shirley Ann Elms IODE 48th Highlanders Dundas 
22. Cara Fabian IODE The Princes Richard and Michael Kitchener-Waterloo 
23. Patricia Fabian IODE The Princes Richard and Michael Kitchener-Waterloo 
24. Peggy Gallipeau IODE Captain Hooper Carleton Place 
25. Linda Gryner IODE Errol Egremont Sarnia 
26. Jean Hof IODE Dr. Elizabeth Bagshaw Hamilton 
27. Nancy Hughes IODE Maple Leaf Goderich 
28. Jayne Little IODE Hon. Malcolm Cameron Sarnia 
29. Margo MacKinnon IODE Rouge Valley Pickering 
30. Hazel MacLeod IODE Eldon House London 
31. Carol McCall IODE Kathleen Drope Toronto 
32. Gail McDiarmid IODE Angela Bruce Oakville 
33. Catherine Moore IODE Kathleen Drope Toronto 
34. Kathy Newnes IODE Eldon House London 
35. Donna O’Reilly IODE Freelton Hamilton 
36. Virginia Reade IODE Freelton Hamilton 
37. Bonnie Rees IODE The Princes Richard and Michael Kitchener-Waterloo 
38. Aileen Reid IODE Val Griffiths Dorchester 
39. Lynda Rivard IODE Claremont Hamilton 
40. Caroline Rodgers IODE Walter Baker Ottawa 
41. Gloria Saunders IODE Margaret Stokes Petrolia 
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   Provincial Councillor by Right-of-Office 

 
Renate Schuetz, Owen Sound 

 
 

Municipal President 
 

IODE Ottawa Municipal Chapter, Elanor Brodie 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

42. Pat Scallan  IODE 48th Highlanders  Toronto 
43. Renate Schuetz  IODE White Cloud, IODE Yellow Briar Wiarton, Orangeville 
44. Sandra Smith  IODE Captain Garnet Brackin  Chatham 
45. Heather Stuart  IODE Dr. Herbert A. Bruce  North Bay 
46. Betsy Thompson  IODE Bemersyde  Campbellford 
47. Louise Visneskie  IODE Dr. Norman A. McCormick  Windsor 
48. Wendy Weston  IODE Catherine McVean  Dresden 
49. Kathryn Weston  IODE Margaret Stokes  Petrolia 

Provincial Councillors at work! Here helping load parcels for the remote 
Northern Ontario communities were (L-R): Services Officer and IODE 
Freelton Chapter member, Virginia Reade and IODE 48th Highlanders 
Chapter member and PEC member, Pat Scallan, with OPP officer, Francis 
Edanawas  who helped transport them to the North.  
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In Remembrance 

In 2021, we lost 22 IODE members. As we 

remember our dear sisters, let us be grateful for 

memories and meaningful moments, for bonds 

that will never be gone, for days shared together 

and for times of joy and service to others. 

 
 

Joan Marion Adams  

Cozette Barnum  

Carole Rowe Benor  

Donna Deyell 

Verna Harrison-Dolson 

Audrey Wickware Higginbotham  

Norma Alison Kitchen 

Dora MacFarlane  

Mary McDuffe  

Beverley (Peggy) Minello  

Mary Patterson 

Donnaly Pullen 

Inez Elizabeth Ross 

Doris Sadler 

Margaret Ellen St. Pierre 

Muriel Bedrosian 

Betty Davenport 

Marie E. Laidlaw 

Margaret Bennett 

Elizabeth Lawton 

Patricia Margaret Scallan 

Marika (Mary) Terentiew 

 
 

IODE National President, 1974 - 1976 

IODE Bemersyde Chapter, Campbellford              

IODE Bemersyde Chapter, Campbellford  

IODE Val Griffiths Chapter, Dorchester 

IODE Susie Sorabji Chapter, Uxbridge 

IODE Kent Regiment Chapter, Chatham  

IODE John Milton Chapter, Milton 

IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter, Petrolia  

IODE John Milton Chapter, Milton 

IODE Major John Richardson Chapter, Windsor  

IODE Dr. Innis Mary MacDonald Chapter, Markham  

IODE Captain Hooper Chapter, Carleton Place  

IODE Dr. Herbert A. Bruce Chapter, North Bay  

IODE Captain Hooper Chapter, Carleton Place 

IODE Alumni Chapter, Preston 

IODE Victoria Guelph Chapter, Guelph  

IODE Lord Dufferin Chapter, Orangeville  

IODE Victoria Guelph Chapter, Guelph  

IODE Claremont Chapter, Hamilton 

IODE Errol Egremont Chapter, Sarnia  

IODE 48th Highlanders Chapter, Toronto  

IODE Bemersyde Chapter,   Campbellford 
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            Secretary’s Report by Jan Casbourn 

 
From Primary Chapters: 

Yet another year was spent under the reign of COVID-19 and I am pleased to report on thirteen 
primary chapter secretary’s reports received. I commend those chapters that managed to meet 
through Zoom, as well as in person during these challenging times. Most chapters were able to meet 
between six and nine times during the year. Some were not able to meet at all and others conducted 
executive meetings only. The meeting days and times varied, with most being scheduled during the 
evening hours to accommodate working members. It was no surprise to note that chapters did not 
meet on Fridays or the weekend. 

For most chapters the ability to fundraise was limited due to COVID, and many of the usual 
methods of fundraising had to be curtailed. IODE Ontario chapters had eclectic ideas to raise funds 
for their projects. Some used foundation money while others relied on member donations to keep 
projects viable. Sales of assorted items such as homemade non-surgical masks, DIY soup kits, 
baked goods, preserves, gift cards, chocolates, spring annual flowers and poinsettias continued in 
2021. Fundraising events were few and far between and for the most part, were either held outdoors 
or if indoors, followed COVID precautions with social distancing and mask wearing. Many events 
that were curtailed included garage/yard sales, barbecues, euchre, bridge and bingo nights. 
However, some chapters were able to continue with outdoor craft sales and luncheons for Christmas 
and birthdays. Many chapters continued with their yearly ongoing activities such as selling flowers, 
chocolates, pies, butter tarts, soups, home preserves, books and crafts. 

Chapter fundraising supported food banks and women's shelters, hospices, hospitals, adopted 
schools and breakfast programs, senior long-term homes, libraries and museums. Donations were 
also made to Christmas food hampers and Legion poppy funds.  Education awards at all academic 
levels were presented. Good grooming bags were provided to hospitals, men and women's shelters 
and cadet summer camps. The primary chapters’ generosity also extended their support to Provincial 
and National IODE programs such as Canadian Disaster Relief, the Violet Downey Book Award 
“Together for Tomorrow”, Toys for the North, Snack Pack, “Play It Forward”, Footwear for Kids, 
Shipping for Services and IODE Lucy Morrison Fund for Education to name a few. 

When IODE philanthropy is visible in communities, primary chapters become known for the 
variety of services, supports and good works they provide. For what are the primary chapters known? 
These are the responses received: 

• IODE 48th Highlanders Chapter, Toronto, as a regimental chapter supports 
the regimental family including those serving or retired and cadet members. 

• IODE Edith Benson Chapter, London, supports child/youth programs, especially 
with food insecurity and education. 

• IODE Elizabet Barrett Browning Chapter, Sudbury, is known for their harvest 
luncheons and geranium sales 

• IODE Errol Egremont Chapter, Sarnia, participates in citizenship programs 
and encourages excellence in education through English and History awards. 

• IODE Holland Landing Chapter, Holland Landing, is known for their annual 
vendor show. 

• IODE Honourable Malcolm Cameron Chapter, Sarnia, is known for their 
numerous secondary scholarship and bursary awards. 
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• IODE Kent Regiment Chapter, Chatham, promotes Canadian culture through 
the “Gathering our Heroes” project that continues with research, data entry and 
transcription of World War II letters. This information is entered on their website. 

• IODE Lord Dufferin Chapter, Orangeville, members are known as the “geranium 
ladies” and have had that reputation for over 25 years! 

• IODE Lorraine Chapter, Ottawa, is known for their donations to Foster Farm and 
St. Mary’s Home. 

• IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter, Petrolia, is well known for their community 
support as well as, apple pies and butter tarts. 

• IODE Royal Wyndham Chapter, Guelph, known for their flower and garage sales. 
• IODE Stirling Chapter, St. Thomas, financially helps local organizations 

and provides bursaries at two student educational levels. 
• IODE Walter Baker Chapter, Nepean/Kanata, is well known for sorting and 
redirecting new donated items from two outlet stores to a women's interval home and 
new  immigrants. 

In summary, across the province, IODE members are all known as “the lovely ladies who can 
and do accomplish much in their communities.” 

 
At IODE Ontario: 

This year, COVID -19 certainly presented challenges in all aspects of our lives again. In-person 
meetings at the provincial level were not held but through the Zoom teleconferencing capability, the 
virtual meetings were held frequently. IODE Ontario managed to conduct all meetings despite the 
pandemic. Eighteen meetings were held by Zoom at the provincial level, consisting of the Provincial 
Annual Meeting, eight Provincial Executive Committee meetings, five Officers/Convenors and AVPs, 
four Internal Management and various committees also met several times throughout the year. In 
November when it appeared that restrictions were lifting, President Linda presided over a combined 
limited in-person and Zoom PEC meeting. 

A virtual PEC Christmas party get together was held in December with 22 members in 
attendance. Some members donned their ugly Christmas sweaters and elaborate Christmas hats 
while enjoying their favourite holiday drink. Everyone enjoyed competing in the funky Christmas hat 
contest. Emm Gryner, President Linda’s daughter appeared by Zoom to provide the group with a 
couple of holiday songs. 

President Linda Gryner travelled to the office in Hamilton and elsewhere dealing with IODE Ontario 
business matters well over ten times during the year. IODE business trips included: meetings with the 
building landlord, the bank, Best Western Brantford Convention Centre re: PAM 2022 and 
interviewing new Administrative Assistant   applicants. 

To make financial remittance to IODE Ontario more convenient for individuals, President Linda 
met with the TD bank officials in order to implement the use of e-transfers.  Despite notifications that 
this was not possible, the President’s personal contact with the manager (and her persistence) 
resulted in positive action. IODE Ontario is now able to accept e-transfers to 
iodebookkeeper@bellnet.ca without the use of passwords. Primary chapters were reminded on a 
regular basis that in compliance with bank policies, all cheques remitted to the Provincial Chapter be 
made payable to the “Provincial Chapter of Ontario IODE”. 

 
2021 Provincial Annual Meeting (PAM): 

For the second year, the Provincial Annual Meeting was held by Zoom videoconferencing on April 
24th, 2021 with 80 members from 32 primary chapters in attendance. The theme for this 101st PAM 
was “Endless Possibilities.’’ The morning session featured the business portion which included: the 
Resolutions of Loyalty, presentation and seconding of officer’s annual reports, approval of Treasurer’s 
motions, election of National and Provincial Councillors, and announcements of IODE awards. 
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Provincial By-Law changes were presented and voted on by the members. 
For the first time, the IODE Ontario OPP Community Relations Award, normally awarded to 

one deserving uniformed officer, was presented to the entire OPP organization for their dedication 
to communities across the province during the pandemic. 

In 2021, Provincial Life Memberships were awarded to Councillors, Margo MacKinnon of 
IODE Bridlewood, Scarborough and Rouge Valley Chapters, Pickering, to Gail McDiarmid, IODE 
Angela Bruce Chapter, Oakville and under special circumstances to, Patricia Scallan, IODE 48th 
Highlanders Chapter, Toronto.  This unprecedented presentation of Life Membership to Pat Scallan 
took place hours before her passing on December 14, 2021. Congratulations to these ladies on a 
well-deserved recognition.  

The 2021-2022 slate of officers saw a few changes from the previous year.  Area Vice-
President for Toronto was Catherine Moore; Northern Area Vice-President was Heather Stuart and 
North Central Area Vice-President remained vacant after E. Anne Mason moved out of the province 
in late Fall 2021. A new position of Assistant Education was created and 
filled by Lisa Cossar. The new executive was installed virtually by 
National President, Carol McCall. 

2021 marked the 46th anniversary of the IODE Jean Throop Book 
Award. The winning book was “What Grew in Larry’s Garden,” by author 
Laura Alary, with beautiful illustrations by Kass Reich. This book was 
inspired by a real person and is about how a girl and her neighbour grew 
a community from their garden. The choice is an excellent reflection of 
the quality of children’s literature that the award has come to represent. 

 
 A Year with the President: 

Despite COVID restrictions and thanks to Zoom videoconferencing, IODE Ontario was able to 
hold many required provincial and primary chapter meetings for the year. Restrictions did not deter 
President Linda Gryner from attending by Zoom, the National Advisory Committee, Board of Directors, 
National Annual Meeting and several Provincial Annual Meetings, namely, Ontario, Nova Scotia and 
British Columbia. She was also a virtual guest at several primary chapter Zoom meetings and five 
special presentations. Linda was invited to attend the following meetings of IODE Chapters: 
Laurentian, Ottawa Municipal, Captain Hooper, Kathleen Drope, Lord Dufferin, Comber, Maple Leaf, 
Val Griffiths and Dr. Norman McCormick. IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter, Petrolia invited the 
President at their June Social meeting as well as their Christmas Luncheon. IODE Maple Leaf Chapter, 
Goderich extended two invitations for a Celebration of Life for Mary Ellen Jasper and their 120th 
Anniversary Dinner in October. Linda presided over 18 meetings by Zoom including PAM, PEC, 
Internal Management, Officers/Convenors and Area Vice-Presidents meetings and attended all 
committee meetings. 

Newsletters and eblasts were once again an important means of communication and a great way 
to stay connected with the primary chapters. Excellently produced and informative newsletters were 
emailed to members for spring, summer, and fall. These were issued through the hard work of 
Administrative Assistant, Susan Varga, Corresponding Secretary, Kathy Newnes and President, Linda 
Gryner. Many eblasts were distributed to the membership with pertinent information about IODE 
Ontario. 

A total of 28 new members were welcomed in 2021 and each received a welcome letter from IODE 
Ontario. The President was kept busy sending numerous cards, letters and certificates of 
congratulations to the chapters and members who celebrated milestone events. 

 
 At the Provincial Office: 

The office at 45 Frid Street, Hamilton, during ordinary times was the hub of many IODE Ontario 
activities which included meetings for the PEC, IODE Freelton, Dr. Elizabeth Bagshaw and Claremont 
Chapters and many individual committees. During the temporary closure of the office for six months, 
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ongoing activities for Services could not take place. Eventually, sorting, packing, mailing and delivery of 
goods for the Northern communities resumed by a limited number of Services volunteers, with COVID 
precautions in place. Two air purifiers were brought to the office, a large one for the main room and a 
small one for the Administrative Assistant’s office. 

Administrative Assistant Susan Varga worked remotely from home, with the 
occasional visits to the office to pick up mail, assisted Services with mailing of 
parcels and checked phone messages. Unfortunately, Susan had to resign in July 
to move her family to Nova Scotia. After weeks of work by Internal Management 
and over 170 replies from the ad placed in Indeed Hamilton, two days of interviews, 
IODE Ontario welcomed Lynn Hughes of Burlington as our new part-time 
Administrative Assistant who also has bookkeeping qualifications. She can be 
reached at the new IODE Ontario email address: iodeontario@gmail.com as the 
old bellnet office email is no longer in service. 

A couple of days prior to Susan's last working day of July 16th, three members 
of the Internal Management hosted a special COVID-compliant luncheon at the 
office and a going away gift was presented on behalf of the PEC. Susan gave Lynn three days of in-
person orientation before her departure. We thanked Susan Varga for her many years of service and 
dedication to IODE Ontario. 

IODE Ontario’s bookkeeper Nicole Kries, CPA, CA continues to work with us on the occasional 
contract basis, working closely or remotely with Provincial Treasurer, Debbie Button, who frequents the 
office every month to work on the financials of the Provincial Chapter.  

The Internal Management Committee, composed of the President, First and Second Vice-
Presidents, Corresponding and Recording Secretaries and the Treasurer met remotely by Zoom and 
handled all matters pertaining to the staff and the office. The IODE Ontario Provincial Executive 
Committee sincerely appreciated the cooperation and dedicated work of Susan Varga, Lynn Hughes 
and bookkeeper, Nicole Kries, as well as all the officers and convenors. 
 
Sustainability of the Provincial Chapter: 
 

The impact of COVID-19 on the Provincial Chapter’s decreased membership and revenue was an 
item of concern to the Internal Management and the PEC. Viable options were explored and acted on 
throughout the year. In anticipation of the expiration of the office lease in 2024, a Relocation Ad Hoc 
Committee was created and led by 2nd Vice-President, Michelle Batty. The purpose is to start research 
into a more affordable office space that is primarily suitable for the storage and packing activities of 
Services’ remote northern communities support projects. 

Another measure was to reduce expenditures. Internal Management decided not to renew the Pitney 
Bowes postage meter lease when the contract expired in February.  When the Xerox copier contract 
expires in April 2022, plans to purchase rather than lease was considered more cost effective. A buy-out 
of the current copier was also proposed and negotiated. 

The IODE Ontario Donors Circle was established and approved at the 
November 12, 2021 PEC meeting. The purpose is to provide a financial base that will 
allow for the sustainable operation of the Provincial Chapter allowing the continued 
implementation of core activities and charitable programs and projects managed and 
supported by IODE Ontario. Terms of Reference were drawn up and approved.  The 
Fall Newsletter introduced the IODE Ontario Donors Circle to the primary members, 

encouraging their support. By the end of 2021, a total of $6,350 was donated to the IODE Ontario Donors 
Circle. Aggressive plans for solicitations are being considered for 2022. 

 
 

 

In 2021, IODE 
Ontario welcomed 
Lynn Hughes, our 
new Administrative 

Assistant. 
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Treasurer’s Report by Debbie Button 
 

I would like to thank our bookkeeper, Nicole Kries, CPA, CA for her work in 
maintaining the financial records and her help during the year. I am very 
appreciative of the guidance from the officers and members of the Provincial 
Executive Committee. 

Chapters continue to raise impressive amounts of money, which 
they use to generously support projects that impact their community, as 
well as the National and Provincial funds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There were 801 paid-up members in Ontario at 31 December 2021. 
 
The Finance Committee met in April 2021 to review the 2020 audited financial 

statement and in November 2021 to prepare the budget for 2022. The committee 
endeavoured to be realistic in anticipating both revenue and expenditures. The Provincial 
Executive Committee approved the 2022 Operating Budget at the November 12, 2021 
meeting. The 2022 Provincial Operating Budget is found on page 17 of this report. 

 
 

Treasurer’s Comments: 
 

Income 
With the disbandment of chapters and loss of membership we realized a 
short fall of revenue from membership dues. 

 
Expenditure 
The Provincial Executive Committee continues to monitor operating expenses and 
implement cost savings where possible. Despite these measures, the year ended with a 
deficiency of revenue over expenses. 

 
Investments 
The investment portfolio of the Provincial Chapter of Ontario IODE realized a 
significant increase in fair market value by year-end of 31 December 2021. We 
continue to receive excellent advice from investment advisor Yves Apel of CIBC 
Wood Gundy. 

 Number    
of 
Chapters 

Number 
Reporting 

Total 
Revenue 

Total 
Expenditures 

Primary Chapters 47 43 $541,875 $575,196 
Municipal Chapters 1 1 $ 444 $ 450 
 48 44 $542,319 $575,646 
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IODE Ontario 

2022 Provincial Operating Budget 
 

Revenue 
NN Provincial per Capita $25 19,625    Note 1 

 Chapter Annual Fees 1,150    Note 2 
Note 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Note 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Administration fees and transfer from 
investments 

 
32,755 Note 5

 
 
NOTES: 
Note 1 Based on 785 Members 

 
Note 2 Based on 46 chapters 

 
Note 3 Based on 46 councillors 

 
Note 4 Hamilton Property Tax Rebate for Not-For-Profit Organizations 

 

Note 5 An administration fee to be charged to funds for use of office and 
administration staff, and transfer from the operating investment 
account

  PEC Fees 1,150 
Annual Meeting 2,500 
TOTAL Revenue $ 24,425 

 
Expenditures 

 

Rent 18,000 
  Property Tax Rebate - 1,600 
Insurance 680 
Computer 500 
Office Supplies 500 
Photocopier Rental and Supplies 1,400 
Postage Meter & Postage 400 
Telephone and internet 1,000 
Bookkeeping 4,000 
Salaries 20,000 
Audit 6,500 
Bank Charges 300 
President’s Account 3,000 
Annual Meeting 2,500 
TOTAL Expenditures $57,180 

 
Expenditures in excess of revenue 

 
($32,755) 
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  INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 
 
 

To the Members of the Provincial Chapter of 
IODE Ontario 

 
Qualified Opinion 
We have audited the financial statements of IODE Ontario (the "organization"), which comprise the as at December 
31, 2021, and the statement of revenue and expenses, statement of changes in net assets and statement of cash 
flows for the year then ended, and notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant accounting 
policies. 

 
In our opinion, except for the effects of the matter described in the Basis for Qualified Opinion paragraph, the 
accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the organization as 
at December 31, 2021, and its results of operations and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with 
Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations (ASNPO). 

 
Basis for Qualified Opinion 
In common with many not-for-profit organizations, the organization derives revenue from donations and fundraising 
activities the completeness of which is not susceptible to satisfactory audit verification. Accordingly, verification of 
these revenues was limited to the amounts recorded in the records of the organization. Therefore, we were not able 
to determine whether any adjustments might be necessary to fundraising or donation revenue, excess of revenues 
over expenses, and cash flows from operations for the years ended December 31, 2021 and 2020, current assets as 
at December 31, 2021 and 2020, and net assets as at January 1 and December 31 for both the 2021 and 2020 
years. Our audit opinion on the financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2021 was modified 
accordingly because of the possible effects of this limitation in scope. 

 
We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Our responsibilities 
under those standards are further described in the Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial 
Statements section of our report. We are independent of the organization in accordance with the ethical 
requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial statements In Canada, and we have fulfilled our other 
ethical responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained 
is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our qualified opinion. 

 
Responsibilities of Management and Those Charged with Governance for the Financial Statements 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in accordance with 
ASNPO, and for such internal control as management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial 
statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

 
In preparing the financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the organization's ability to continue 
as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis of 
accounting unless management either intends to liquidate the organization or to cease operations, or has no realistic 
alternative but to do so. 

 
Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the organization's financial reporting process. 

 
 
 
 

5-120 San Antonio Drive, Hamilton, O ntario L9C 5N2 

Tel: (905) 389-2670 Fax: (905) 389-4642 Iwww.DBKAccounting.ca 



 20 

 
 
 
 
 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT, continued 
 
 

Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor's report that includes our opinion. 
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance 
with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. 
Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they 
could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial 
statements. As part of an audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards, we exercise 
professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. We also: 

 
• Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error, 

design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and 
appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from 
fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, 
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. 

• Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
organization's internal control. 

• Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates and 
related disclosures made by management. 

• Conclude on the appropriateness of management's use of the going concern basis of accounting and, based 
on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may 
cast significant doubt on the organization's ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material 
uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor's report to the related disclosures in the 
financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based 
on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor's report. However, future events or conditions may 
cause the organization to cease to continue as a going concern. 

• Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, including the disclosures, 
and whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events in a manner that 
achieves fair presentation. 

 
We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and 
timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we 
ide ntify during our audit. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Hamliton, Ontario 
March 10, 2022 

DBK Accounting Professional Corporation 
Chartered Professional Accountants 
Authorized to practice public accounting by the Chartered 
Professional Accountants of Ontario 
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IODE ONTARIO 
 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2021 

 
1. NATURE OF OPERATIONS 

 
The organization was established to improve qualify of life for children, youth and those in need through 
educational, social service and citizenship programs. It is incorporated by letters patent as a corporation without 
share capital under laws of Ontario and is a registered charity under the Income Tax Act. IODE Canada holds 
both the letters patent and registered charity number for the organization. 

 
 

2. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
 

These financial statements are prepared in accordance with Canadian accounting  standards  for not-for- profit 
organizations. The significant policies are detailed as follows: 

 
(a) FUND ACCOUNTING RESTRICTED 

 
The Operating Fund reports the organization's administrative activities and consequently reports the 
revenues and expenses related to the collection of unrestricted fees and contributions. The restricted funds 
report contributions for which the use is restricted  by the  municipal  and local  chapters, along with related 
investment income earned on these funds. The endowment fund reports contributions with the stipulation 
that the capital amount be permanently  retained.  Investment  income earned  on this fund is reported in 
the restricted funds. 

 
(b) REVENUE RECOGNITION 

 
Revenues are recorded on an accrual basis. Unrealized gains and losses on held-for trading financial 
assets are included as investment income and recognized as revenue in the statement of revenues 
and expenses. 

 
(c) CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

 
Cash and cash equivalents include cash and short-term investments with maturities of three months 
or less from their date of acquisition, which are readily convertible into a known amount of cash, and 
are subject to an insignificant risk to changes in their fair value. 

 
(d) INVESTMENTS 

 
All investments are classified as held-for-trading. These investments are measured at fair value with gains 
and losses recognized in revenue in the statement of revenues and expenses. Any unrealized holding 
gains and losses related to held-for-trading investments are included  in  investment  income. The quoted 
market price was used to record the fair value of the financial instruments held as investments. 

 
(e) CAPITAL ASSETS 

 
The organization expenses its capital assets. During the current year no capital expenditures were 
incurred (2020 - Nil). 

 
(f) FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS 

 
The organization's financial instruments consist of cash, accounts receivable, investments , and 
accounts payable. Unless otherwise noted it is management's opinion that the organization is not 
exposed to significant interest, currency or credit risks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 5 
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IODE ONTARIO 

 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2021 
 

2. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, continued 

(g) IMPAIRMENT OF LONG-LIVED ASSETS 
 

The organization tests for impairment whenever events or changes in circumstances indicate that the 
carrying amount of the assets may not be recoverable. Recoverability is assessed by comparing the 
carrying amount to the projected undiscounted future net cash flows the long-lived assets are 
expected to generate through their direct use and eventual disposition. When a test for impairment 
indicates that the carrying amount of an asset is not recoverable, an impairment loss is recognized to 
the extent carrying value exceeds its fair value. 

 
(h) MEASUREMENT UNCERTAINTY 

 
The preparation of financial statements in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for- 
profit organizations requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported 
amount of assets and liabilities, and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the 
financial statements, and the reported amount of revenues and expenses during the reporting period. 
These estimates are reviewed periodically, and as adjustments become necessary they are reported 
in income in the period in which they become known. 

 
(i) DONATED MATERIALS AND SERVICES 

 
The organization does not record the value of donated materials and services as the fair market value 
can not be reasonably estimated. 

 
 

3. INVESTMENTS 
 

  2021 2020  
 

Mortgages and bonds, interest rates from 5.5% to 6.0%, due 2024 to 
2025 $ 128,870    $ 127,695 
Mutual funds 416,900 172,475 
Principal at risk notes   105,186 248 676 

$ 6501956 $ 54818   46 
 

4 . ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND ACCRUED LIABILITIES 
 

  2021 2020  
 

Trade payables and accrued liabilities $ 13,931 $ 6,773 
Government liabilities   1,740 58 

  $ 15 671 $ 6 831 
 

5. FUND TRANSFERS 
 
 

In 2021 , the Provinci al Executive Committee approved a fund transfer of $58,187 from the Endowment Fund 
to the Operating Fund, a fund transfer of $50,440 from the Operating  Fund to  the  Lois  Laughren Fund, and 
a fund transfer of $3,000 from the Footwear Fund to the Operating Fund. 

 
In 2020, the Provincial Executive Committee approved a fund transfer of $8,284 from the Endowment Fund 
to the Operating Fund, two fund transfers totaling $100 from the Operating Fund to the Educational Fund, 
and three fund transfers totaling $150 from the Operating Fund to the Provincial Services Fund. 

 
 
 
 

Page 6 
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IODE ONTARIO 
 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2021 

 
6. FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS 

 
The organization is exposed to various risks through its financial instruments, which consist of cash and 
cash equivalents, accounts receivable, accounts payable, accrued liabilities and portfolio investments. 

 
(a) MARKET RISK 

 
Market risk is the risk that the value of a financial instrument will fluctuate as a result of changes in 
market prices, whether the factors are specific to the instrument or all instruments traded in the market. 

 
(b) CREDIT RISK 

 
The organization does have credit risk in accounts receivable. Credit risk is the risk that one party to a 
transaction will fail to discharge an obligation and cause the other party to incur a financial loss. The 
organization reduces its exposure to credit risk by performing credit valuations on a regular basis; 
granting credit upon a review of the credit history of the applicant and creating an allowance for bad 
debts when applicable. The organization maintains strict credit policies and limits in respect to 
counterparties. In the opinion of management the credit risk exposure to the organization is low and is 
not material. 

 
(c) LIQUIDITY RISK 

 
Liquidity risk is the risk the company may not be able to meet its obligations. The organization has a 
comprehensive plan in place to meet their obligations as they come due which is primarily from cash 
flow from operations. 

 
(d) INTEREST RATE RISK 

 
The organization is exposed to interest rate risk on its fixed and floating interest rate financial 
instruments held. Fixed-rate instruments subject the organization to a fair value risk while the floating 
rate instruments subject it to a cash flow risk. 

 
It is management's opinion that the organization is not exposed to significant risk arising from these financial 
instruments. 

 
 

7. DUE FROM NATIONAL TREASURER 
 
 

The organization received funds from the primary and municipal chapters on behalf of the National 
Treasurer and then remits these funds to them. As a result, these cash receipts and disbursements are not 
included in the organization's financial statements. 

 
  2021 2020  

 

Funds collected $ (68,301) $ (70,134) 

Amounts remitted   68 301  70,134  
$ $ 
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Archives by Helen Danby 

Despite COVID restrictions and the ability to travel to archives and museums within the province, 
the archivist had one of her busiest years to date. Donations of IODE chapter minutes, scrapbooks 
and memorabilia from members, former members and their families continued to arrive at the 
provincial office. 

 
The ongoing project of creating a database that includes all IODE members’ names and their 

chapters continued. We can proudly boast of having recorded over 50,000 names and another 1,500 
names with unknown chapters. This database proved to be very useful when queries were received 
about the involvement or IODE chapter of a family member. 

 
The most recent treasure trove was through the online archives of the Globe and Mail. This site 

has over 12,000 articles about IODE activities of the National, Provincial and Toronto Chapters from 
1900 to 2000. Many of the pre-1980 articles listed executive members for chapters and convenors 
for fundraising activities such as teas, sales of home products, carnivals, bridge and euchre parties, 
musicals and theatre productions. This was a wonderful find as the IODE Toronto Municipal had over 
130 chapters under their jurisdiction from 1900 to 2000. Some chapters had fewer records, however, 
this problem was partially solved through the many news articles   found. 

 
The Good Times Magazine ad, placed in the Spring 2021 issue generated many valuable 

responses and opportunities to promote IODE. Some of these were: 
• An IODE plate and the history book, “I.O.D.E. The Third Twenty-five Years, 1950-1975” 

by May Kerkland from a former member of the Blue Mountain Chapter, Thornbury. 
• An email from a gentleman who had received an IODE Education award in 1979 from the 

IODE Captain Frederick Bond Chapter who shared his certificate and related his story of 
IODE to his children. 

• Thanks to Mary Oliver, a member of IODE 48th Highlanders Chapter, Toronto who reached 
out with part of an article from “The Expositor”, Brantford dated May 4,1935. The Brantford 
Archives were contacted and emailed four pages of IODE information for that area. 

• A grandson emailed IODE Ontario regarding a picture of his grandmother, Margaret 
Louisa Studor of the IODE Golden Chapter, Timmins. We were able to discover 30 years 
of chapter news online through the News.ourontario/timmins website. 

• A grandson wanted information about his grandmother, Mrs. Ida Goodison of the IODE 
Sir John Colborne Chapter. Information including a picture was   provided. 

• A lady related her memory of being with her grandmother and great-aunt, dressed in their 
best finery, riding a streetcar in Toronto enroute to an IODE  tea. 

• Another lady replied to the ad stating, “I have newspaper clippings and programs of 
celebrations as my mother, Ivadell Francis who was an IODE member for many years and 
was a Regent of IODE Victoria Guelph Chapter in 1980 - 1982.” 

• IODE member, Eleanor Baldry forwarded pictures and copies of the IODE Lady Hughes 
and Blythe Charters. The IODE Lady Hughes Chapter history from 1943 to 1980, the 
executive lists and members’ names were included. When Eleanor was thanked she 
replied using her chapter motto, ‘We work well who work willingly’. 

• A son emailed to say that his mother, Buddy O’Brien was a member in the 1950’s in 
Lakefield. He had no memorabilia, but he recalled the fashion shows that she hosted to 
benefit the chapter. He remembered the ‘pins’ she kept. 

• Barbara (Dowler) Fennell from Missouri, USA emailed to say, “ I'm trying to educate my 
kids on parts of my past that they may not know about. Any help you can shed on the 
IODE Susan Paul Chapter will be greatly appreciated!” Barbara replied that it was a 
pleasure to renew IODE memories. 
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• Jim in Vancouver said, “I have a copy of a " Festive Fare" Members' Favourite 
Recipes (54 pages), issued by IODE Balmoral Chapter, Leamington. The cookbook 
was received with thanks. 

• Lyndia Hancock, a member for over 50 years with IODE Edith Carleton Chapter assisted 
with the research in her area. Former member, Ann Anderson alerted other members of 
the ad in the magazine and they also helped. 

• A niece informed us of her aunt, Betty Cassel, a former regent of IODE Major Bennett 
Chapter in Peterborough and the many Valentine Day balls that the chapter hosted, one 
of the wonderful memories that she had of IODE. 

• John from Thunder Bay wrote that his mother-in-law was Regent of the IODE Princess 
Beatrice Chapter in Thunder Bay. 

• Another lady had a canvas IODE tote with “IODE is my  bag”. 
• A War Memorial scholarship candidate included a paragraph stating, “Thank you for 

asking about volunteer activities…my maternal grandmother (Sheila Patricia Cameron 
of Peterborough, ON) was an IODE member for many years. Her IODE Badge of 
Membership from 1939 is a cherished family heirloom…” included was a picture of his 
grandmother and her IODE badge. This followed with his mother and aunt sharing 
memories of their mom, an IODE member of over 50 years. 

• Thanks to Peggy Gallipeau, member of the IODE Captain Hooper Chapter, Carleton 
Place for her research of past chapter members and executive from 1917 to the present. 

 
The archivist found that the Guelph Museum website had the Legion magazine, “The Torch” online. 

In this magazine were the executive members and annual summaries of the four Guelph IODE chapters 
from 1943 to 1965. Imagine what a goldmine this was, at a time when all museums and archives were 
closed. 

 

IODE Ontario 100th Anniversary Book: 
The Archivist, with assistance from committee members: Past Provincial President Bonnie Rees, 

IODE Ontario Services Officer Gloria Saunders, IODE Ontario Standard Bearer Kathryn Weston and 
President Linda Gryner, completed the 100-year history book of IODE Ontario. The book entitled, “IODE 
Ontario, 1920-2020,100 Years of Community Service” is available through the 
provincial office. Chapters include: 
• History of Chapter, written by Bonnie Rees 
• Communications, Citizenship, OPP Awards and Peacekeeper Park 
• Services Projects History, written by Gloria Saunders 
• Hospitals started by Primary Chapters 
• Cenotaphs, Monuments and Parks built by IODE Primary Chapters 
• Education highlights, Special Education Awards 
• IODE Jean Throop Book recipients (Toronto Legacy) 
• Provincial Presidents and Life members and Executive from 1920-2020 
• Primary Chapters (listed alphabetical) with city, dates active and motto. 

 
Thank you to the IODE members and their families for contacting IODE Ontario and sharing their 

memories and treasures that were gratefully received in 2021. 
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CITIZENSHIP by Michelle Batty 
 

Total Volunteers Hours -33 Chapters 65,203 
Total Value of Citizenship Programs for 2021 $50,866 
Promoting Canadian Culture $339 
Canadian Flags-1 $56 
Police/Firefighters Awards $1,000 
Good Citizenship Awards and Awareness $40,621 
COVID-19 Activities (making masks, hats, donations PPE) $7,398 
Presentation of Wreaths/Poppies-Remembrance Day Ceremonies $1,252 
Assistance to Canadian Forces and Military 
Family Resource Centre 

 
$200 

 
2021 Donations to Citizenship Funds: 

 
Provincial ............ $650 
National ............... $120 

 
A special thank you to the chapters who donated and/or increased their donation 

for these funds. Your generosity ensures the sustainability of offering the IODE Ontario 
Police Community Relations Award. 

 

Spotlight on Citizenship by our IODE Members 

Good Citizenship is much more than obeying the laws, paying taxes and voting. It also 
means active participation in one’s community, volunteering, helping others, being tolerant of 
others and respecting other religions. IODE members have shown good citizenship despite 
our second year of COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, lock downs, adversity and unrest. 

The way we do business, offer services and connect changed over the last two years. 
Some chapters were not able to meet nor to fundraise. Meetings continued to be held virtually 
unless they were held outdoors or in venues where social distancing could be assured and 
masks were worn. IODE members stepped up to the challenge and found new ways to assist 
and improve the lives of others, easing the hardship this pandemic brought to our society. 

IODE 48th Highlanders Chapter, Toronto, provided help to the 48th Highlanders Regimental 
Museum and the Ontario Tank Museum. They created children’s art kits and distributed them 
to the Anishnawbe Health Centre. They knitted and crocheted preemie hats for several 
hospitals’ special care baby units. The members also donated to food banks, shopped for 
neighbours, shut-ins due to COVID restrictions and transported members to appointments. 
The Canadian Armed Forces Bar was presented to 11 chapter members. 

IODE Angela Bruce Chapter, Oakville, continued to run their thrift store and provided food 
for special COVID campaigns. 

IODE Bemersyde Chapter, Campbellford, attended Remembrance Day with a wreath laid 
prior to the service and maintained the IODE Parkette Gardens and grounds. Many COVID 
activities included calls to shut-ins, grocery shopping and donations, food bank meal 
preparations, transportation for appointments and wellness notes. 
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IODE Bertha Cane Chapter, Newmarket, COVID activities included shopping for others, 
donations to food banks, making calls for health checks and wellness notes. A Remembrance 
Day wreath was presented. 
 
IODE Captain Garnet Brackin Chapter, Chatham, presented a Remembrance Day wreath. 
Environmental awareness included the purchase of two trees for the local conservation area in 
remembrance of two deceased family members. 

 
IODE Captain Hooper Chapter, Carleton Place, despite the cancellation of fundraisers, wrote 
Easter and Christmas cards to seniors in residences and nursing homes. They shopped and 
delivered groceries, contributed to the food bank and Christmas stocking program. 

 
IODE Catherine McVean Chapter, Dresden, continued their initiative to welcome and include 
newcomers to the community, mainly migrant agricultural workers. “The Gift” and “Dresden 
Shines” are two projects with Rotary where they decorated the bunkhouse and gave Christmas 
hampers to the Thai workers The chapter participated in the College Boreal on-line discussions 
in order to determine the impacts of COVID on marginalized groups. 

 
IODE Confederation Chapter, Ridgetown, held a rededication 
of the cenotaph at the Memorial Park in October 2021. In 
partnership with the Canadian Legion Branch 243, the chapter 
helped in fundraising to add a redesigned platform and do a 
restoration of the cenotaph. It was the decision of the chapter 
to undertake this project to commemorate the 100th Anniversary 
of IODE Ontario. The chapter continues to maintain the 
Memorial Park where they participate in laying of the wreath 
every Remembrance Day. 

 
IODE Dr. Herbert A. Bruce Chapter, North Bay, were busy 
running and maintaining their thrift shop and made donations to local food programs. They 
reinstated and presented Citizenship Awards to five local secondary schools. A donation was 
made to the Military Family Resources Centre at CFB North Bay. 

 
IODE Dr. Innis Mary MacDonald Chapter, Markham, presented Good Citizenship Awards to 
two local individuals for distributing 450 “Hate Has No Home Here” signs. A donation was made 
to the Gord Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund in recognition of the first National Day of Truth and 
Reconciliation. Members helped with shopping and doctor visits for the elderly, made phone calls, 
wrote letters, participated in Christmas toy drives and donated to food banks and other charities. 

 
IODE Edith Benson Chapter, London, transported people for vaccination shots, provided meals, 
masks and donations to various organizations and individuals. 

 
IODE Eldon House Chapter, London, donated knitted items and common household necessities 
to community organizations. The Citizenship Officer, at each meeting, shared news of interest, 
current events and local stories of selfless volunteering. 
 
IODE Errol Egremont Chapter, Sarnia, gave financial donations for the frontline workers at the 
health unit, a shelter and palliative care unit at the hospital. A fruit basket was also presented to 
the frontline workers at the health unit. A donation was made to the Sarnia-Lambton Native 
Friendship Centre to supply fresh water for the Sun Dance event and toys and gifts for their Christ-
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mas program. Literacy for Citizenship program books were purchased and distributed to the 
Native Friendship Centre and Literacy Lambton. The Chapter’s opening statement was changed 
to include tolerance, diversity and inclusion of others. The Health and Wellness Convenor 
presents various topics on nutrition, mental and physical health at each meeting. 

 
IODE Festival Jubilee Chapter, Stratford, presented a wreath for Remembrance Day and 
donated to the food box program of the health unit for those affected by COVID. 

 
IODE Freelton Chapter, Freelton, sent Christmas cards to Canadian Armed Forces members 
serving overseas and donations to seniors and the food bank. 

 
IODE Headwaters Chapter, Orangeville, presented a Remembrance Day wreath and held a 
golf tournament and raffle as fundraisers. 

 
IODE Honourable Malcolm Cameron Chapter, Sarnia, attended the 100-year anniversary re- 
dedication ceremony of the Sarnia Cenotaph, with two local chapter Citizenship officers and the 
past president of IODE Sarnia-Lambton Municipal Chapter. The Remembrance Day service 
was attended and a donation was made to the Poppy Fund. Christmas cards were sent to 
Canadian Armed Forces serving abroad. The Chapter welcomed a new refugee family with a 
donation of gift cards. Funds and gently used items were donated to the Rebound Sarnia youth 
program for mental health. 

 
IODE Kathleen Drope Chapter, Toronto, presented Citizenship awards to three Grade 5 
classes for the 10th year. Each student received a certificate and the book “Momentos: Small 
Acts/Big Change”, written by a Canadian teen. Members were involved in shopping, driving to 
appointments and food donations during COVID. 

 
IODE Kent Regiment Chapter, Chatham, COVID activities included grocery shopping, laundry, 
banking and transportation to appointments. Members made and distributed 100 masks. 
Canadian culture was promoted through the “Gathering Our Heroes” project that began in 2013. 
Check out www.gatheringourheroes.ca to view the WWI and WWII heroes. 

 
IODE Laurentian Chapter, Ottawa, organized an unusual fundraising event, a scavenger 
hunt/car rally, as pre-COVID events were unavailable. Many hours were spent delivering bags 
of donations to the food bank, a mission women’s shelter, youth services, Salvation Army and 
others. Most members stayed in touch with fellow members, family, friends, neighbours, long- 
term care and retirement home residents with frequent phone calls, emails and greeting cards. 

 
  IODE Lord Dufferin Chapter, Orangeville, presented a Citizenship Award to a member of the 

Headwaters Hospital Paramedic Team. Donations were made to the local food bank. 
 

IODE Lorraine Chapter, Ottawa, spent 70 hours making 
face masks. Forty were donated to the Gloucester 
Emergency Food Bank and 100 to Free Ottawa Cotton 
Masks, as well as, to family and friends. 
 
IODE Maple Leaf Chapter, Goderich, laid a wreath for 
Remembrance Day. The Poppy Project was a huge 
success with media coverage nationwide as a WWII tank 
at the Goderich Museum was draped with over 3,000 
crocheted poppies. Donations were made to the food bank, 
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women’s shelter and support services for the vulnerable. The chapter funded a quiet room at the 
general hospital. 
 

IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter, Petrolia, did not allow COVID to hamper their activities 
including the renowned butter tart production. For Remembrance Day a wreath was laid and over 
420 small white crosses were placed in the local cemeteries. In partnership with other service 
clubs, more than 3,000 crocuses were planted for a spring showing in the local cemetery. 
Members made health checks, wrote wellness notes and donated baskets. One hundred cards 
with messages of hope and caring were delivered to residents of local long-term care facilities. 
Christmas cards were sent to members of the Armed Forces. Hot chocolate and cookies were 
offered to everyone at Christmas in the Park. 

 
IODE The Princes Richard and Michael Chapter, Kitchener, purchased new Canadian flags 
for Remembrance Day services and gave donations to food banks. COVID limited fundraising 
activities. 
 
IODE Royal Wyndham Chapter, Guelph, members were provided at every meeting with a 
report from the Citizenship Officer about extraordinary Canadian women. 
 
IODE Stirling Chapter, St. Thomas, made a substantial donation of $2,000 to Caring 
Cupboards and offered shopping for neighbours. COVID stopped all fundraisers except bingo. 
 
IODE Susie Sorabji Chapter, Uxbridge, sponsored a wreath for Remembrance Day but 
members were unable to attend due to COVID restrictions. 
 
IODE Val Griffiths Chapter, Dorchester, made over 500 masks, medical caps and headbands 
for nurses. Wellness visits and telephone support calls were made to members. Canada Day 
greeting cards were sent to veterans and Dorchester seniors received Valentine’s Day and 
Christmas cards with chocolates. A Christmas tree donation was made to a needy family; 
materials/food snacks were provided to a children’s camp and slings were sewn and given to 
area emergency departments. Members collected pill bottles and milk bags (for sleeping mats) 
that were sent to third world organizations. Sheets were made for Haiti. The Canadian Armed 
Forces Bar was presented to a chapter member. 
 
IODE Victoria Guelph Chapter, Guelph, despite COVID restrictions, attended a modified 
Remembrance Day service at the IODE Cross of Sacrifice with the assistance of the Ward 
Room Sea Cadets. A donation was made to the Sea Cadets and several to the food bank. In 
December, gift cards were provided to a family through the annual Adopt-a-Family Christmas 
program, sponsored by the Children’s Foundation. 
 
IODE Walter Baker Chapter, Nepean/Kanata, COVID restricted their activities but members 
were able to provide hundreds of masks to two schools and a library. Donations were made to 
the food bank, snacks to one school that had families with loss of salaries. Christmas gift bags 
with pjs, mitts, and toques were provided for the women’s shelter. Members helped with dog 
walking and community baking. A wreath was laid for Remembrance Day. 
 
IODE West Gwillimbury Chapter, Bradford, presented a wreath for Remembrance Day 
services. 
 
IODE White Cloud Chapter, Wiarton, continued to support those in need, although COVID 

impacted all fundraising. Donated items were given for the Christmas hampers for seniors,  in 
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addition to lap quilts. Knitted items were given to schools. A wreath was presented during 
Remembrance Day. Zoom meetings included health topics, loneliness for seniors during the 
pandemic, a citizenship test and the significance of various dates such as International Women’s 
Day, Canada Day and Remembrance Day. 

 
IODE Yellow Briar Chapter, Orangeville, presented a wreath for Remembrance Day. The 
members donated to the food cupboard, shopped for a special needs lady and provided 
transportation for ladies to get their vaccine shots. Christmas stockings for seniors were prepared 
with items such as toiletries, crosswords, snacks and PPE. 
 

   IODE Ontario Police Community Relations Award 2021 
The IODE Ontario Police Community Relations Award was established 

in 1979 to recognize the outstanding service and efforts of a member of the 
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) in communities across Ontario, outside the 
scope of their normal duties. The annual IODE Ontario Police Community 
Relations Award consists of a plaque, a certificate and a monetary gift to the 
charity of the recipient’s choice. 

In 2021, IODE Ontario chose to acknowledge the good works of all OPP 
members as an organization, for their dedication to communities across our 
province during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Community relations have been 
strengthened through the volunteer actions of all ranks of the OPP. 

  The Wounded Warriors Canada would administer the $1,000 that 
accompanied the 2021 IODE Ontario Police Community Relations Award and would be used 
towards the OPP Suicide Memorial. Amanda Weaver of the OPP Suicide Memorial attended the 
virtual presentation and accepted the award on behalf of the entire OPP organization. The OPP 
Memorial consists of an outdoor gazebo and an indoor wall, bearing memorial name plaques of 
OPP members who have died by suicide. The Memorial will provide a place of reflection for 
colleagues and surviving family members as a reminder of the importance of personal health and 
well- being. 

 

              IODE Ontario Citizenship Committee 
The 2021-2022 Citizenship Committee was established in May and held meetings on 

January 26, May 31, 2021 and October 26, 2021. Terms of Reference were reviewed and updated. 
Introductory letters were sent to chapter Citizenship officers and written monthly reports were 
submitted for the Provincial Executive Committee meetings throughout the year. Citizenship articles 
were part of the two IODE Ontario newsletters and e-blasts were sent to all chapters in September, 
November and December 2021. Topics included the OVSA, Remembrance Day Services, Christmas 
cards for our Canadian troops overseas, COVID-19 and general health and wellness. A special plea 
was sent to primary chapters to support the Citizenship Fund. Much appreciation goes to the 
Citizenship committee members who participated, offered suggestions and worked to promote good 
citizenship. 
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       Ontario Volunteer Service Awards (OVSA) 2021 

 
  Congratulations to IODE volunteers. Each year, the Province of Ontario honours 

and celebrates the people who make Ontario a better place to live. This award 
recognizes volunteers for providing committed and dedicated service to an 
organization. Thank you to the 2020-2021 recipients for their long-standing 
volunteering with IODE.  

Provincial Chapter of Ontario IODE: 
The OVSA recognized the following Provincial Executive Committee members: 

Chris Bateman 35 years 
Ruth-Ann Butler 50 years  
Patricia Fabian 35 years 
Libby Gibson 40 years; 
Norma Lyttle-Chicoine 35 years 
Patricia Scallan 15 years. 

 
   Award Recipients from IODE Primary Chapters: 

IODE 48th Highlanders Chapter, Toronto: 
Susan Arbour 45 years; Mary Oliver 45 years; Dianne Love 25 years; Linda Lang 10 years; 
Bonnie Brown-Thompson 20 years; Geraldine Turner 50 years 
 
IODE Angela Bruce Chapter, Oakville: 
Peggy Mason 31 years; Margie Andrews 21 years; Gail McDiarmid 15 years; Lorraine Fraser 
12 years; Sandra Gordon 11 years; Susan Clark 5 years; 
 
IODE Captain Garnet Brackin Chapter, Chatham: 
BJ Makowetsky 10 years; Nancy Reissner 30 years; Dianne Blonde-Pinkerton 30 years; Joan 
Clement 65 years 
 
IODE Dr. Herbert A. Bruce Chapter, North Bay: 
Bonnie Beam 5 years 
 
IODE Errol Egremont Chapter, Sarnia: 
Ann Hitchins 40 years; Betty Stephenson 40 years; Marilyn Irvine 25 years; Norma Hains 20 
years; Edna Braithwaite 40 years; Sheila Brown 30 years; Linda James 25 years; Sharon 
Prouse 20 years 
 
IODE Freelton Chapter, Freelton: 
Barbara Kenny 20 years; Flo McPherson 20 years; Coreen Merkley 20 years; Joyce Erickson 15 
years. 
 
IODE Honourable Malcolm Cameron Chapter, Sarnia: 
Marilyn Madery 50 years. 
 
IODE Laurentian Chapter, Ottawa: 
Barbara Adair 15 years; Elizabeth Dale-Harris 20 years; Philippa Halliday 20 years; Marilyn 
Patrick 15 years; Mary Tyler 20 years; Rosalind Weeks 15 years; Nancy Hooper 15 years; Janet 
Stratton 14 years; Janet Kiff-Macaluso 13 years; Katherine Woods 13 years; Janet Uren 13 years; 
Sari Mai 13 years. 
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IODE Maple Leaf Chapter, Goderich: 
Patricia Steele 60 years; Patricia Stringer 60 years; Doreen Garrow 50 years; Rosalyn 
Campbell 45 years; Catherine McDonald 45 years; Johnine Strickland 45 years 

 
IODE Stirling Chapter, St. Thomas: 
Kathy Ellis 25 years; Barbara Eplett 45 years; Suzanne Mills 45 years; 
Brenda Hoover 45 years. 

 
IODE Val Griffiths Chapter, Dorchester: 
Marion Hearn 40 years; Aileen Reid 30 years; Jane Ledgley 20 years, Sue 
Stephens 15 years. 

 
IODE Walter Baker Chapter, Nepean/Kanata: 
Marg Friesen 5 years; Diane Sykes 5 years; Marcia Buchanan 30 years Ann Dyer 
30 years; Dee Fawcett 30 years; Leslie Ann Gilmore 30 years. 

 

The members of the IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter in Petrolia found an ingenious way to advertise IODE 
through our logo placed on the local Olympia ice cleaning machine that is being used at all hockey games and 
skating in their town. Congratulations and well done ladies! 
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COMMUNICATIONS by Heather Stuart 

Estimated value of Communications promotional activities: $42,490 

Actual Communications dollars spent: $1,900 
Value in kind for Communications from partners: $40,590 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic continued throughout 2021. Virtual meetings allowed IODE Ontario to 

conduct committee meetings, monthly PEC meetings and the 2021 Annual Meeting. Provincial Services 
and Adopted School officers also held Zoom meetings with primary chapter counterparts. Fifteen 
primary chapters utilized the IODE Zoom for their monthly meetings. 

Three IODE Ontario newsletters (Spring, Summer and Fall) were published and supported by 
submissions from provincial officers. These were distributed to members throughout the province via 
email. Members were encouraged to share these newsletters with fellow members who do not have 
access to email. There were also occasional e-blasts regarding IODE achievements and notable events 
of interest. This year, the first National Day of Truth and Reconciliation was acknowledged. 

 
Fundraising was again significantly affected by the pandemic. However, as seen by the increase in 

the value of communication activities for 2021, chapters made adjustments for possible fundraising. The 
chapters used outdoor venues, such as Farmers’ and Christmas markets, to sell items. Spring flower 
sales and Christmas items such as wreaths, urns, festive plants and raffle tickets for Christmas baskets 
were some of the ways primary chapters were able to raise funds for their projects. IODE Laurentian 
Chapter, Ottawa, held a “Road Trip and E-Scavenger Hunt” for local food banks.  IODE Catherine 
McVean Chapter, Dresden, along with community partners held an “A-Door-Able” Christmas Front Door 
Decorating Contest. The three IODE chapters with economy stores: IODE Maple Leaf in Goderich, IODE 
Dr. Herbert A. Bruce in North Bay and IODE Angela Bruce in Oakville had a strong street front presence 
in their communities while complying with COVID-19 restrictions. 

For extended periods of time during 2021, no large gatherings were allowed and social distancing was 
required. Primary chapters found many ways of staying connected. Monthly newsletters distributed by 
email were frequently used. Conversations between members occurred via phone or email allowing 
personal connections to continue. Notes, cards, flowers or baked goodies were sent or delivered to 
members dealing with health, family or personal challenges. Chapters promoted IODE by placing the 
IODE logo on community welcome billboards, in local newspapers, on social media and through 
community partners. IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter, Petrolia, donated funds for the operation of an 
ice-cleaning machine at their local arena with visible IODE signage. 

Pamphlets from National and Provincial Chapters were distributed at events. A few chapters have 
their own customized pamphlets to accompany awards, donations and as promotional tools. Primary 
chapters submitted articles to Echoes. Copies of Echoes were used at meetings and as membership 
recruiting tools. Most primary chapters value their history by maintaining scrapbooks, membership 
databases and by keeping accurate minutes of their meetings. To preserve older documents and 
memorabilia, many chapters donated or stored items in their local archives and public libraries. 

Social media has become increasingly important during the past two years. Many Ontario chapters 
posted their events on social media to help broaden the outreach and increase awareness of IODE. Thirty 
primary chapters have Facebook pages, five have an Instagram account and two chapters have Twitter 
accounts. The IODE Ontario website (www.iodeontario.ca)  features the provincial programs supported 
through Zdonations. The Members’ Resources section provides members with documents, forms, 
promotional items and essential information to support their chapters. The IODE Ontario Facebook 
account is very popular with both IODE members and non-members. Special events such as Founder’s 
Day, Black History Month, Canada Day, Remembrance Day and others were featured. 
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Video messages from our Provincial President were posted. Messages from Her Majesty, The 
Queen and the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, The Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell were re-posted 
and shared. The provincial chapter added Instagram and Twitter accounts in 2020 to increase our 
outreach through social media platforms. Diverse images or videos are always used to grab our 
followers’ attention and engage them. Today’s technology has enabled  the sharing of information to 
promote IODE. 

 
 

2021 Zoom Usage for Meetings: 

 
 
 
 
 

Months 
Number of    
Meetings 

January 19 
February 19 
March  21 
April   6 
May 12 
June 15 
July   0 
August   1 
September 11 
October 17 
November 17 
December   6 

There were 126 meetings held in 2021 by Zoom. One of these was 
a meeting conducted by Provincial Services Officers, Virginia 
Reade and Gloria Saunders with their primary chapter 
counterparts. 
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EDUCATION by Helen Danby 

 

Education Donations: 
 

Assistance to local students (scholarships, bursaries, awards) $91,243 
Assistance to local schools (equipment, programs, Read for Life) $10,775 
Other Education work outside of schools (CAS, programs, local shelters) $6,414 
Donations to Municipal: $20 
Donations to Provincial: Provincial Education $200 

Lucy Morrison Memorial Fund for Education $2,750 
Toronto Legacy $57,000 

Born to Read $578 

Donations to National Funds: National Education $1,215 
100th Anniversary Grant $100 

Labrador Bursary Fund $360 
Labrabook Fund $1,105 

Second World War Memorial Fund $325 
Adopted Schools (Labrador and Northern Ontario) $13,289 

“Play it Forward” Project $3,610 

Total Value of Education Programs for 2021 $189,085 

 
 

Education Summary 2021 

IODE chapters throughout the province continued to recognize, encourage, and support 
educational excellence in various ways throughout a year when the COVID-19 pandemic had reduced 
or eliminated the personal contact of presenting school awards. This impacted the timing and formats 
of the graduations and award nights. Raising funds for school awards was also affected by a second 
year of COVID restrictions. Despite these adversities, chapters continued to donate thousands of 
dollars to students at secondary schools, colleges and universities through bursaries and scholarships. 

• Drive-through commencements and graduations were prevalent throughout the province. 
Members gave school officials the student IODE certificates of achievement for 
distribution. With the award, IODE pamphlets and/or bookmarks were included. 

• Chapters were limited in supporting the IODE Jean Throop Book Award and the IODE 
Violet Downey Book Award winners. As the annual meetings were held virtually via Zoom, 
the opportunity to purchase books in person was not available. Shipping costs increased 
the price of books ordered. 

• The Kiwanis Music Festival and public libraries remained recipients of several IODE donations. 
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IODE Angela Bruce Chapter, Oakville, assisted four Sheridan College students who were in financial 
need, in addition to the annual high school bursaries. They continued to support a student studying 
Musical Theatre at Sheridan College. The chapter awarded a high school bursary in memory of recently 
deceased member, Barbara Hopton, to a student entering a Kinesiology program at university. 
 
IODE Bemersyde Chapter, Campbellford, recognized achievement of graduating students who 

excelled in English at the local high school. Awards were given to nine deserving students from five 
local schools. Nineteen “Born to Read” bags with books were donated to the local libraries. 
 
IODE Bridlewood Chapter, Agincourt, supported the Summer Reading Program at their local library. 
 
IODE Captain Hooper Chapter, Carleton Place, gave a bursary to two secondary school graduates, 

one from each local high school. They continued to support their local library and the Interval Home 
with donations and books from a local author and copies of the 2020 and 2021 IODE Jean Throop Book 
Award winners. Twenty-one books were donated to Lanark County Interval House Shelter and its 
programs. 
 
IODE Captain Garnet Brackin Chapter, Chatham, gave scholarships to each of the five local 

secondary schools. They donated 13 IODE Jean Throop Award winning books, “What Grew in Larry’s 
Garden” to local registered daycare centres and one to the public library. The Arts and Culture virtual 
programs through the local museum were generously supported to sponsor 25 children in four sessions. 
 
IODE Catherine McVean Chapter, Dresden, supported their local library’s summer reading and 

“Boredom Busters” program. Elementary graduation students were given IODE plaques. At the 
secondary level, past members were honoured through the Helen Weese Art Award, the Wilma Faas 
Memorial Bursary, and the A. Phyllis and George W. Blandford Memorial Geography Award. 
 
IODE City of Lakes Chapter, Sudbury, supported four students who were in need. Seventeen 

“Orange Shirt Story” books, in English and French, were given to the local elementary schools. A Youth 
Mental Health program at a secondary school was given resources. 
 
IODE Claremont Chapter, Hamilton, gave an annual bursary through Mohawk College to a second-

year student in Early Childhood Education. 
 
IODE Confederation Chapter, Ridgetown, gave three successful candidates bursaries based on their 

resumes for the Isabel R. Pow Award, the Second World War Memorial Award, and the Nora Goldhawk 
Award. At the University of Guelph, Ridgetown Campus, an award was given to the top student in 
Financial Management. 
 

 IODE Dr. Elizabeth Bagshaw Chapter, Hamilton, gave an award to the most improved student. 
 
IODE Dr. Herbert A. Bruce Chapter, North Bay, donated funds toward scholarships and bursaries at 

Nipissing University and Canadore College. The Nipissing Transition House benefitted from the annual 
donation, now in its 14th year, with funds from the chapter’s 75th anniversary calendar project in 2003. 

 
IODE Dr. Innis Mary MacDonald Chapter, Markham, were unable to fundraise or give education 
awards this year due to COVID restrictions. 
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IODE Edith Benson Chapter, London, accepted donations for an orphanage in Hekima Place. The 
chapter continued to supply books to the Community Resource Centre and support to “M.I. 
Understanding”, a mental health program for local schools. 

 
IODE Eldon House Chapter, London, celebrated their 60th Anniversary by collecting and donating 
124 books to the South London Neighbourhood Resource Centre. This year, they gave 38 IODE 
History Awards to Grade 8 graduating students within the city. The award is a $25 Indigo gift card 
from National supporting the “Shop to Give” program. A student entering Nursing was honoured. 
Chapter members contributed to the National “Share a Story…Bring a Book” project annually. 

 
IODE Errol Egremont Chapter, Sarnia, supported “Literacy for Citizenship” through the purchase 
of IODE Jean Throop Award books and other diverse books that were donated to the Sarnia 
Lambton Native Friendship Centre and Literacy Lambton. 

 
IODE Festival Jubilee Chapter, Stratford, presented awards to three high school students who 
overcame personal adversities. The chapter continued to give a scholarship to a local Chef’s School 
graduate in memory of a member. Assistance was given to a local school for a new family to 
Canada. 

 
IODE Freelton Chapter, Freelton, contacted their local schools and was instructed that assistance 
was not needed this year due to COVID. 

 
IODE Holland Landing Chapter, Holland Landing, gave limited support to their two local 
elementary schools and high school due to COVID. However, they were able to give a $50 Chapters 
gift card to a Grade 8 student at one local Holland Landing school and a $100 scholarship to a  
Grade 12 graduate at the Dr. Dennison Secondary School in Newmarket. 

 
IODE Honourable Malcolm Cameron Chapter, Sarnia, gave awards and scholarships to seven 
secondary school graduates who exemplified leadership and academic excellence. The chapter 
presented two awards to the “School within a College” (Adult Learning) program at Lambton 
College. 

 
IODE Kathleen Drope Chapter, Toronto, presented an award to a young woman who graduated 
from the local Adult Learning Centre and entered the medical field. The Black Creek Pioneer 
Village’s education program benefitted from the chapter’s annual donation. 

 
IODE Kent Regiment Chapter, Chatham, supported the local county school nutrition program. 

 
IODE Laurentian Chapter, Ottawa, continued to give a bursary through their local Community 
Centre. Endowment scholarships from the chapter are given to Carleton University and Algonquin 
College. Awards donated in memory of past members included the Marion Ruddick Award and the 
Mary C. Grant Award. The Kiwanis Music Festival was also a recipient of chapter funds. 

 
IODE Lord Dufferin Chapter, Orangeville, awarded Grade 8 graduates with gift certificates from 
their local bookstore and provided a bursary to one of the local high schools. Both secondary 
schools received financial awards for excellence in Grade 10 History and Grade 12 English. A 
generous donation was given to the local library. 

 
IODE Lorraine Chapter, Ottawa, provided bursaries to Algonquin College and St. Mary’s Home 
for teenage mothers. 

 
IODE Maple Leaf Chapter, Goderich, gave an education bursary to a student enrolled in Nursing 
at Western University. Funds were donated to the two Grade 8 classes for graduation costs. 
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IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter, Petrolia, presented the annual “Stokes Award” to a Grade 8 
student from each of the four local elementary schools, who excelled in extracurricular activities and 
academics. The Dora MacFarlane Music Award, the Dr. Dee Bioscience Award and chapter 
bursaries were given to students continuing to post-secondary education. Proficiency Awards were 
given for Art, History and Geography for each grade level at the local high school. 

 
IODE Royal Wyndham Chapter, Guelph, was unable to carry on their education initiatives this past 
year. 

 
IODE Stirling Chapter, St. Thomas, donated to their Music Festival and gave two awards to Grade 
8 students. The chapter had limited opportunities to fundraise and hoped to be able to provide a 
bursary next year. 

 
IODE Susie Sorabji Chapter, Uxbridge, presented scholarships in Math, History and Citizenship to 
the local secondary school. Copies of the IODE Violet Downey winning book, “Sara and the Search 
for Normal” were donated to the local library. 

 
IODE Val Griffiths Chapter, Dorchester, sponsored a bursary at their local secondary school and 
two Citizenship awards to an elementary school. Books were distributed to Junior Kindergarten 
students entering school for the first time. A one-time donation was made to the STEM program at 
another elementary school. 

 
IODE Victoria Guelph Chapter, Guelph, donated awards to each of their seven city secondary 
schools including a special award in memory of member, Annie Armstrong. The Kiwanis Music 
Festival and the Guelph Public Library were also grateful recipients of chapter funds. 

 
IODE Walter Baker Chapter, Nepean/Kanata, awarded the IODE Charlotte Parry Nursing Award, 
in its second year, in memory of a devoted member. The chapter also supported a young woman 
from the Youville Centre for her post-secondary education. A Communications Award was given to 
a graduating secondary school student. 

 
IODE West Gwillimbury Chapter, Bradford, donated a scholarship for a local school. 

 
IODE White Cloud Chapter, Wiarton, donated IODE certificates that accompanied award cheques 
to eight graduating students, and seven for Grades 9, 10 and 11 at the local secondary school. 

 
IODE Randolph Churchill Chapter, Blenheim, upon disbandment gave the Lambton-Kent District 
School Board approximately $21,000. This money was invested and $2,000 is awarded annually to 
a student from Blenheim District High School who will attend post-secondary education. The IODE 
Randolph Churchill Chapter Bursary recipient for 2020-2021 was Amanda Unger. 
IODE Sarnia-Lambton Municipal Chapter, upon disbandment in 2020, donated $90,000 to the 
Lambton-Kent District School Board to provide funding for ten bursaries or scholarships valued at 
$1,000 each for the next ten years to secondary school graduates within Lambton County who are 
pursuing a post-secondary education at a college or university. 
Recipients for 2021 were: 
   Hon. Pauline McGibbon Scholarship - Aditya Damani, Northern Collegiate 
  IODE Sarnia-Lambton Municipal Scholarship - Ramtin Parvari, Northern Collegiate 
   IODE Sarnia-Lambton Municipal Bursary, eight at $1,000 each: 

! Obaida Alzuhbi, North Lambton Secondary School 
! Emilee Dagg, Great Lakes Secondary School 
! Lydia Ferrier, North Lambton Secondary School 
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! Kevin Gray, St. Patrick’s Catholic High School 
! Marley Jackson, Lambton Central Collegiate 
! Ryan Salisbury, Great Lakes, Secondary School 
! Jeff Horner, School within a College 
! Brad Brown, School within a College 

 
            Hamilton Legacy 

When the IODE Hamilton Municipal Chapter disbanded in 2012, its remaining funds were given to 
McMaster University to administer the following awards: 

 
       The Municipal Chapter of Hamilton IODE Legacy Bursary: $4,795 

This bursary was established in 2012 by IODE Hamilton in honour of their national women's 
charitable organization established in 1900, dedicated to improving the quality of life for children, youth 
and those in need through educational, social service and citizenship programs. These bursaries are 
granted to students enrolled in Level III of any program, with preference given to students who have 
graduated from a Hamilton secondary school. Recipients in 2021 were: 

• Morghen Jael, Arts & Science, $1,300 
• Emily Landriault, Faculty of Health, Sciences Nursing, $895. 
• Veerash Kumar Palanichamy, Faculty of Engineering Software Engineering CO-OP, $1,300 
• Maryam Rehman, Faculty of Social Sciences Environment & Society, $1,300 
 

   The Municipal Chapter (Hamilton) IODE Muriel Skelton Award: $1,000 
The Municipal Chapter of Hamilton Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire established this award 

in 1944. It is awarded to the student who attains the highest standing in a Level I History course. 2021 
recipient was Raakman, Rachel Alana, Faculty of Social Sciences, Sociology (Specialist Option) . 
 

    The IODE Hamilton Martha Serrels Academic Grant: $2,000 
Established in 2010 by the IODE Hamilton to honour the memory of Martha Serrels. A variable 

number is awarded to students registered in a Commerce program in the DeGroote School of Business 
who attain a high sessional average and demonstrate financial need. 2021 awardees were: 

• Blondin, Chloe Elizabeth, Integrated Business & Humanities $1,000 
• Comlekcier, Megan Elizabeth, Bachelor of Commerce, $1,000 
 

The Daughters of The Empire Club, Hamilton Ltd. Bursaries: $5,513 
Established in 1996 in honour of The Daughters of the Empire Club, Hamilton, Limited (1911- 1996) 

in support of its belief that all students should have the opportunity to pursue their educational 
aspirations. A variable number of bursaries are granted to students in financial need. Preference is given 
to women enrolled in the Faculty of Business, DeGroote School of Business. Recipients for 2021 were: 

• Selene Dominguez Florean, Bachelor of Commerce, $513 
• Emily Anna Fuchs, Bachelor of Commerce, $1,000 
• Kayla Kembo Kifumbi, Bachelor of Commerce, $1,000 
• Katarina Amanda Lozic, Business 1, $1,000 
• Hena Osmanlic, Business 1, $1,000 
• Syed, Noor, Bachelor of Commerce, $1,000 

          Toronto Legacy Fund 
In 2013, the IODE Municipal Chapter of Toronto disbanded and donated its funds to their jurisdictional 

chapter, IODE Ontario to administer as the Toronto Legacy Fund. Catharine Moore was the convenor for 
2021. The following programs fall under the Toronto Legacy Committee (TLC) and funded by the Toronto 
Legacy Fund.
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   C.A.R.D. (Community Association for Riders with Disabilities): $10,000 
This program continues to be supported by the Toronto Legacy Fund and the primary chapters in 

Toronto. During the 50-year partnership with C.A.R.D., IODE members of Toronto have purchased 
horses for the riding program, supported the horses with food and purchased a van. The Toronto Legacy 
Fund increased its support to the program this past year to $10,000. 

 
W. Garfield Weston Foundation/Tine Stewart Bursary: $40,000 

The W. Garfield Weston Foundation Bursary and the Tine Stewart Bursary were combined in 2016 
and is known as the W. Garfield Weston Foundation/Tine Stewart Bursary. Applications were received 
from five high schools under the jurisdiction of the Toronto District School Board. Students were 
recommended by school guidance counselors and social workers. The students who were selected 
experienced difficult family and living situations. To their credit, they were outstanding students who 
were determined to achieve their post-secondary goals. This year was the final year of commitment for 
money received from the Weston Family Foundation. After reviewing the funds available in the 
Weston/Stewart account the committee unanimously agreed to send $20,000 to Western Technical 
Collegiate and $20,000 to Harbord Collegiate. The Tine Stewart Bursary continues. 

 
           IODE Jean Throop Book Award: $5,000 

The IODE Jean Throop Book Award is given annually in recognition of quality children’s literature. 
The author and/or the illustrator must be a Canadian citizen residing in Ontario. The value of the IODE 
Jean Throop Book Award was increased to $5,000 this past year. The recipients of the 2021 award 
were author Laura Alary and illustrator Kass Reich for their book “What Grew in Larry’s Garden”. 

 

DONATIONS TO IODE ONTARIO FUNDS 

IODE Lucy Morrison Memorial Fund for Education: 
This fund was established in memory of a beloved IODE Provincial President, Lucy Morrison (1932-

1940). Thanks to the generosity of the primary chapters who donate to the Lucy Morrison Memorial 
Fund for Education, the bursaries are possible. In 2021, Ontario chapters donated $2,750 to this fund. 
Bursaries up to $1,000 are awarded to post-secondary students at colleges and universities in Ontario 
who demonstrate financial need, have completed one full year of study and are Canadian citizens. In 
2021, two students received funding totaling $1,500. They were: 

•  Martin Mwaura, studying in the York University Bachelor of Science Nursing 
program through Georgian College and in his third year, was given $750. 

•  Jaron Chalier who was enrolled in his final year of the Bachelor of Global and 
International Studies program at Carleton University received $750. 

 
       IODE Lucy Morrison Memorial Fund for Education Special Awards: 
Annually, special awards are made to students in specific fields. The appropriate universities, colleges 
and schools were asked to nominate students for these awards. 

Canada’s National Ballet School: $1,000 is given to a student entering at least Grade 10 and 
selected by the school. Avery Grierson, our student partner for the past several years at the National 
Ballet School graduated in June 2021. This is the final year of IODE Ontario’s support for Canada’s 
National Ballet School. 

Ontario College of Art and Design University: $1,000 is given to a 2nd or 3rd year student 
selected by the school. In 2021, it was awarded to Chris Canales-Cisneros who was in the second year 
of the Bachelor of Fine Arts program, studying Drawing and Painting. 



 46 

    IODE Ontario Awards 
 

Nipissing University, Provincial Chapter of Ontario IODE Bursary in 
Sociology: $475 

This bursary was established in 1997 as part of a Building Trust Endowment Campaign at 
Nipissing University in North Bay. The provincial government matched our contribution of $5,000. 
The annual income is offered as a bursary to a full-time student in the third year of the Bachelor of 
Arts, Sociology Program. The 2021 recipient was Tyler Levesque. 

 
       IODE Gladys Raiter Bursary for Graduate Study: $5,000 

This bursary, endowed by the Raiter family, is given to honour the memory of Gladys Raiter, an 
IODE member from the Kitchener-Waterloo region. It is offered to a graduate student at the 
University of Waterloo or Wilfrid Laurier University, or a resident of Kitchener-Waterloo studying at 
an accredited university elsewhere in Canada. 

The IODE Gladys Raiter Bursary selection committee was comprised 
of the Provincial President, Provincial Education Officers, Provincial 
Treasurer, the President of IODE The Princes Richard and Michael 
Chapter in Kitchener, Marilyn Forler and Provincial Executive Committee 
representative, Bonnie Rees. The 2021 recipient was Phil LeMaitre who 
was enrolled in the Masters of Science degree program in Physics and 
Information Processing at the University of Waterloo. 

 
IODE Ontario William Barrott Bursary: $1,000 

In 2018, IODE Ontario received a letter from Mr. William Barrott who lives in Anacortes, 
Washington, USA. He reported that as an Engineering student at Queen’s University around 
1958/59, he received a $1,200 bursary from an IODE Windsor Chapter. He wrote, ”Needless to say 
this was like a million dollars at the time and helped immensely with the costs of my education.” He 
thought that it would be nice to help a student from the Windsor area with his/her education. A cheque 
of $5,000 was received.  

IODE Ontario is grateful to Mr. Barrott who donated another $2,000 in 2021 to continue the 
award to 2025. Arrangements with the Greater Essex County District School Board were completed 
to present this award in 2019 to a graduating student from a Windsor secondary school who was 
enrolled in an Engineering program at a Canadian university. The award was presented this year 
virtually to Taliesin Edgley a graduate of Sandwich Secondary School. Taliesin is enrolled at the 
University of Windsor in the Bachelor of Applied Science-Industrial Engineering Program. 

 
IODE Ontario Lois Laughren Award for Women in STEM 

Lois G. Laughren was President of IODE Ontario from 2001 to 2003. She had been a member 
of IODE since 1959 until her death in November 2010. As Lois and Ken had no children of their own, 
she gave generously to IODE. This donation allowed IODE Ontario to establish the STEM Award at 
Ryerson University for Women who have completed at least one year of university and are pursuing 
a post-secondary education in the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. 

The IODE Ontario Lois Laughren Award for Women in STEM was a donation of $25,000 that 
was matched through Ryerson University’s PACE (President’s Awards to Champion Excellence) 
Fund for a total of $50,000. The Award is offered to five women at $2,000 each ($10,000 annually) 
for a period of five years. The first STEM awards were presented in September 2019. 
The 2021 award recipients chosen by the university were: 

• Larissa Lobo, Chemical Engineering 
• Quiana Hastick, Business Technology Management 
• Iman Cheema, Computer Engineering 
• Amanah Albaba, Biomedical  Engineering 
• Armina Fatima, Bachelor of Science,  Biology
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War Memorial Scholarships Selection Committee 

by Jo Brodie 
 

In November 2020, the IODE Ontario Committee received 42 applications for the IODE Canada 
War Memorial Scholarships, sent from the National War Memorial Officer. These applicants had 
received their first degrees at an Ontario university and were in the second year of a doctorate 
program. The committee selected seven proposed candidates to be forwarded to the National War 
Memorial Selection Committee, who makes the final selection of the winners from applicants 
throughout Canada. Three scholarships of $15,000 were awarded in the spring of 2021 and winners 
were announced at the National Annual Meeting in June of  2021. 

 
The IODE Ontario War Memorial Committee for the 2021-2022 scholarships was comprised of 

President Linda Gryner, Vice-Presidents Helen Danby and Caroline Rodgers, Jo Brodie, 
Professors, Dr. Stephen Veldhuis, Dr. Robert Fraser and Convenor Sandra Smith. The Committee 
was recognized for their expertise and personal time in analyzing the impressive applications and 
for selecting the best candidates for recommendation to the National committee. All applicants 
chosen by the Ontario committee were notified and others were thanked for their application and 
encouraged to apply for a future offering. We recognized the value and academic excellence of all 
applicants for these prestigious scholarships. 

 
In November 2021, members of the committee for the 2022-2023 scholarships received from 

the National War Memorial Officer an amazing total of 89 applications. Again, all applicants had 
received their first degree at an Ontario university and were in a PhD program at a university in 
Canada. November and December and into part of January were busy as the members reviewed 
and assessed the applications via Zoom. The team was President Linda Gryner, Vice-Presidents 
Helen Danby and Michelle Batty, Assistant Education Officer Lisa Cossar, Professors Dr. Stephen 
Veldhuis, Dr. Robert Fraser and Past Convenor Jo Brodie, who was kind enough to assume 
convenorship in light of relinquishment of Sandra Smith’s position due to health reasons. Their 
discussions were concluded in January of 2022, with the selection of 13 applicants' names were 
forwarded to the National War Memorial Committee. This will be reported in full in the 2022 Annual 
Report. 

The Native Friendship Centre in Sarnia was the 
recipient of donations of books from the IODE 
Errol Egremont Chapter. 

The IODE Lord Dufferin Chapter, Orangeville holds a 
successful Geranium and Plant sale each year enabling them 
to provide bursaries and awards to their local schools. Here 
as a thank you to their local 10 & 10 Nursery with whom they 
partner, the members presented the owners with a gift basket. 
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2021 Annual Report for Adopted Schools 
by Aileen Reid 

For the second year, the COVID-19 pandemic had impacted everyone around the world. 
Remote communities who already struggled with issues such as clean drinking water, safe 
housing, food insecurity, forest fires, violence, depression and suicide were particularly 
vulnerable and were in even greater need of support. Many IODE Chapters had once again 
stepped up. As another year passed under pandemic restrictions, the ability to fundraise in 
our usual way was drastically curtailed. Chapters demonstrated unique ways to support their 
Adopted Schools. Members became even more resourceful, taking advantage of the free 
shipping every Tuesday in October and passing parcels on from person to person until they 
reached their schools. Schools were given the option to purchase the requested supplies 
themselves and then reimbursed. Some purchased items from companies that offered free 
shipping. Chapters asked for donations of knitted items and support from their communities. 

Prior to COVID, there were ten IODE chapters in Ontario and one college who serviced 
eleven schools in Northern Ontario. Sadly, two of those chapters had disbanded and the 
College of Health & Technology in Stoney Creek had withdrawn their support. That left eight 
chapters that supported eight schools and approximately 640 students in Northern Ontario. 
There are many more schools in Northern Ontario that need assistance. The support for the 
schools in Newfoundland and Labrador continued to be strong. Eleven chapters and one 
individual support thirteen classes, servicing 206 students. 

 
Here is the breakdown of the chapters with Adopted Classes and/or schools in Northern 

Ontario and Newfoundland and Labrador for 2021: 
 

IODE Angela Bruce Chapter, Oakville, supported a Grade 3 class of thirty children at Mushuau 
Innu Natuashish School in Newfoundland and Labrador. They delivered toques, waterproof 
mitts, scarves, chocolates, crafts and games to their class. 

 
IODE Bemersyde Chapter, Campbellford, supported two classes, Kindergarten-1 and Grade 
2-3, totaling 16 students at William Gillett Academy in Labrador. This past year, art supplies 
were purchased with donations. 

 
IODE Bertha Cane Chapter, Newmarket, supported a class of fifteen students at Labrador Straits 
Academy in Labrador. Parcels containing books, school supplies, toothbrushes and toothpaste 
were sent. 

 
IODE Dr. Elizabeth Bagshaw, Hamilton, supported a Grade 5 class of twenty students at Deer 
Park First Nations School in Northern Ontario. Parcels were sent in October and November and 
contained many school supplies, clothing, and snacks. Personal donations were also included 
in these parcels. 

 
IODE Dr. Innis Mary MacDonald Chapter, Markham, supported a Grade 3 class of twenty- five 
students at Peacock Elementary School, Happy Valley-Goose Bay, Labrador. Last year, the 
chapter renewed the yearly subscription to the Chickadee Magazine and sent five parcels to 
their class. Three parcels contained an assortment of school supplies and the two Christmas 
parcels consisted of knitted hats and mitts which were generously donated by a friend of the 
chapter, as well as, snacks for the children. 
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IODE Errol Egremont Chapter, Sarnia, continued to support twenty-four students in a 
Grade 2 class in Hopedale, Labrador. Three parcels were shipped in 2021. The spring parcel 
included Easter chocolates, Easter paint books, markers, glue sticks, white glue, scented 
erasers, craft items, exercise books, treats and knitted mitts and toques. The fall parcel 
included ten pounds of apples, the IODE Jean Throop Award winning book (The Darkest Dark), 
stickers, exercise books, Halloween candies, markers, colour by number books, pencil 
crayons, glue, hand sanitizers, craft items and donated knitted mitts and toques. Winter 
package consisted of Christmas stockings, Advent chocolate calendars, chocolate Santas, 
construction paper, pencils, socks, craft items, modeling clay, treats and a 2022 IODE 
Planner for the teacher. In return, the students sent handmade colourful thank you cards back 
to the chapter. 

 
IODE Festival Jubilee Chapter, Stratford, supported their Grade 1 class of fifteen students at 
Lake Melville School in Labrador. The chapter sent gifts at Easter, Christmas and for the children 
at the end of the school year. 

 
IODE Freelton Chapter, Hamilton, was unable to contact their school this year due to the school 
closures. In the past, they had supported the Learning Resource classroom and will resume when 
they are able. 

 
IODE Kathleen Drope Chapter, Toronto, supported twenty-two Kindergarten students at Deer 
Park First Nations School in Deer Lake, Northern Ontario. The chapter was unable to contact 
the school this past year because of many school closures due to the pandemic, but is working 
on re-establishing communication with them. 

 
IODE Laurentian Chapter, Ottawa, supported three classes at Lawrence Wesley School at Cat 
Lake, Northern Ontario, a 2/3 class, ¾ class and a 5/6 class, totaling sixty students. Donation 
in-kind and support from the chapter allowed the IODE Laurentian Chapter to send six parcels 
to the school: two at Easter, three in October and one at Christmas. The parcels contained items 
such as books, games, crafts, toothbrushes and paste, other school supplies as well as 
classroom decorations and candy treats for the children. This was despite the school shutdowns 
due to COVID, forest fires and black mold issues in the residential homes of this community. 

 
IODE Lord Dufferin Chapter, Orangeville, supported the entire K-8 school at Bishop Belleau 
Catholic of seventy students. The chapter had purchased individual dry erase boards, markers, 
erasers, counting blocks and other math manipulatives, as well as magnetic letters for the 
students. 

 
IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter, Petrolia, supported a K-12 school of eleven students at St. 
Peter’s School, Black Tickle, Labrador. They sent school supplies throughout the year. Their 
special Christmas boxes contained hoodies for each student plus one for a two-year-old and a 
four-year-old. They also made Christmas stockings filled with little gifts for each child and their 
teacher. A special thanks to Services who donated items. They took full advantage of Canada 
Post’s free shipping on Tuesdays in October, enabling them to send seven parcels for free. 

 
IODE Stirling Chapter, St. Thomas, supported a Kindergarten class of ten students at Labrador 
Straits Academy, Newfoundland. Parcels were mailed to the school in March, October and 
November. All the items were donated by their members. These items included craft supplies 
such as felt, wood, plush and cardboard items, paints, crayons, pencils, mittens, gloves, candies, 
crackers, storybooks and bouncy balls. 
 
 



 50 

IODE Susie Sorabji Chapter, Uxbridge, supported St. Andrew’s School, Kashechewan, Ontario 
through the school’s Resource teacher, who then distributed the supplies accordingly. The 
packages shipped included large quantities of glue sticks, coloured pencils and lead pencils. 
IODE The Princes Richard and Michael Chapter, Kitchener-Waterloo, supported a Grade 1 
class of 22 students at Sheshatshui Innu School in Newfoundland and Labrador. The Chapter 
sent ten boxes of supplies over the past year to their class. These boxes included paper, pencils, 
markers, clipboards, folders, white boards & pens, craft materials, games, toys, stickers, 
candies, decorations, skipping ropes, hats, mitts and socks. All parcels were acknowledged in 
writing and were gratefully welcomed. 

 
IODE Val Griffiths Chapter, Dorchester, supported two schools in Northern Ontario. The first 
was Martin McKay Memorial School in Sachigo Lake that has 108 students. The Chapter 
purchased I-Tune cards to support reading and other educational activities. The second school 
was Moosonee Public School in Moosonee, Ontario with 257 students. The Chapter also 
purchased Spectrum Science equipment such as Friction Cubes, Micro Box Magnifiers, 
Magnetic Thermometer Recording Chart and K’Nex Simple Machines for classes to use. 

 
IODE West Gwillimbury Chapter, Bradford, supported seventeen students in a Grade 7/8 class 
at Jens Haven Memorial School in Nain, Newfoundland and Labrador. 

 
IODE White Cloud Chapter, Wiarton, supported Samson Beardy Memorial School in Muskrat 
Dam, Ontario by providing them with the yearly subscription of the National Geographic Kids 
magazine which goes to their library. 

 
IODE member, Lisa Cossar, supported a Grade 1 class of twenty-two students at Peacock 
Primary School, Happy Valley-Goose Bay, Labrador after her previous chapter, IODE 40th 
Northumberland Regiment disbanded in 2019. Twenty-three knitted sets of hats, mitts, and 
slippers were donated as well as activity books and markers. Copies of IODE Jean Throop 
Award winning books, “Driven”, “Skinnamarink” and “What Grew in Larry’s Garden” were also 
sent. 

In total, $11,137 was spent by chapters and one individual in support of our Adopted Schools. 
Although the cost of shipping continued to climb and communication with schools and staff 
remained an issue for several chapters, the IODE women in Ontario persevered. They became 
more creative, reached out to their communities and asked for donations to help serve our young 
people in Adopted Schools in Northern Ontario and in Labrador and Newfoundland. 

Adopted School officers met via Zoom this past year to obtain information, voice their 
concerns, find out about new ways to cut shipping costs and to share their stories about their 
schools. It has been extremely rewarding to learn what our Ontario chapters have done. The 
Adopted Schools Officer will reach out to all chapters who have adopted schools, both in 
Northern Ontario and in Labrador and Newfoundland, to invite them to participate in the 
meetings. Zoom will be used even after the pandemic is over and it is our hope that all chapters 
with adopted schools will participate in future Zoom meetings. 

The 100th Anniversary project, Phase 2 called “Play It Forward” has now been 
completed. The Northern schools received sporting equipment totaling $10,711. Details are 
in the 100th Anniversary report. 

Hopefully, in 2022, we can resume our fundraising activities and continue to support the 
adopted schools. Congratulations to all chapters and individuals who contributed to the Adopted 
Schools Programs, both at the National and the Provincial levels.  
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MEMBERSHIP by Caroline Rodgers 
 
 

Number of Paid-up Members as of 31 December 2020 (per 
Treasurer) 

856 

 Number of Members Who did not renew in 2021 
(*-Excludes members from disbanded chapters) 

48* 

Number of Member Transfer FROM a Chapter in 2021 1 

Number of Member Transfer TO a Chapter in 2021 1 

Number of Paid-up NEW Members in 2021 28 

Number of Paid-up Members as 31 December 2021 (per Treasurer) 801 

 

IODE 48th Highlanders Chapter, Toronto, is a regimental chapter that has a restricted membership 
for members with a connection to the 48th Highlanders Regiment. The chapter has a Power Point 
presentation that they show to prospective new members. 

IODE Angela Bruce Chapter, Oakville, operated an Opportunity Shop and invited new members 
from their many customers. During COVID, the chapter used social media to advertise items from the 
shop. 

 
Many chapters managed to carry on with some fundraising events. IODE Bemersyde Chapter, 
Campbellford and IODE Captain Hooper Chapter, Carleton Place, raised funds and awareness of 
IODE in their communities. 

 
IODE Confederation Chapter, Ridgetown, held a virtual book sale in the fall after they hosted a book 
sale in June. 

 
IODE Errol Egremont Chapter, Sarnia, held their yearly partnership with DeGroot’s Nurseries by 
selling gift cards in the Spring and sells Purdy’s chocolates at Christmas time. 

 
In September IODE Headwaters Chapter, Orangeville, hosted a successful golf tournament. 

 
IODE Eldon House Chapter, London, met in person as many times as possible this past year. 
Meeting places included a member’s cottage, a local church and a golf course, all with extra space 
to social distance. Zoom meetings were held during COVID restrictions and lockdowns this year. 

 
IODE Honourable Malcolm Cameron Chapter, Sarnia, held five craft shows at a local winery. To 
help the local food bank and the community, the chapter made sandwiches for 70 boxed lunches with 
fruit. Prior to school starting in September, a meeting was held to fill backpacks for local youth in need. 

 
IODE Laurentian Chapter, Ottawa, was a very busy group of members and they did not let COVID 
slow them down. They welcomed six new members in 2021. Each received a welcome package with 
a letter from their President. The chapter sent a survey to all members and as a result, formed a 
Membership Recruitment Strategy. Members enjoyed a Summer Tea, a Christmas Party and a 
theatre night that was a staple of the chapter’s fundraising. Despite COVID, they enjoyed the events. 
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IODE Lorraine Chapter, Ottawa, met by Zoom during COVID and were able to get together a couple 
of times to quilt, a passion for this chapter. 

 
IODE Maple Leaf Chapter, Goderich, celebrated their 120th Anniversary. Despite COVID, members 
had resourceful ideas. They crocheted poppies and sewed them onto netting that was draped over the 
Sherman Tank at the local Huron County Museum. It was the 100th anniversary of the poppy as a 
symbol of Remembrance Day as well. The chapter celebrated its 120th birthday in November with 41 
members plus guests for an in-person dinner. 

 
IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter, Petrolia, adapted their fundraisers during COVID. The popular 
preordered butter tarts were, as in the past, again a sell-out, as well as those sold at several outdoor 
markets. Apple pies were also sold-out. The chapter was visible in the community and participated at 
events such as the Town’s Christmas Tree Lighting where members served hot chocolate. 
 
IODE Stirling Chapter, St. Thomas, held a card party with reduced attendance due to COVID 
restrictions, but this did not diminish the fun had by all in attendance. 

 
IODE Val Griffiths Chapter, Dorchester, continued despite COVID and had a busy year. Members 
made and sold soup packets at the local apple orchard, Bridge Festival and the Seniors Centre 
Christmas Bazaar. Some members made sleeping mats from plastic milk bags and another member 
partnered with a charity that collected used pill bottles for a third world country. The chapter supported 
these projects wholeheartedly. Christmas and Valentine cards were made and distributed to a local 
seniors’ home and veterans in the community. 

 
IODE Victoria Guelph Chapter, Guelph, kept in touch with members through emails and shared 
photos of past gatherings. They connected by phone and they sent members messages with 
positive thoughts  in order to boost their morale. 

 
IODE Yellow Briar Chapter, Orangeville, used social media to keep the community aware of the 
chapter’s activities, such as the M & M’s donation day where 10% of sales were donated to the chapter 
if they are mentioned. The chapter’s Red Pepper Jelly Sale was popular with the community. 

 
Many chapters kept in contact with their members using social media, emails and the telephone. 

COVID did not deter IODE members from reaching out and helping their community. Hopefully, after 
COVID, IODE will be back stronger and more visible in the community. 

 
 

Betty Ann Popelier of Petrolia 
volunteered to help during one of 
IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter's 
butter tart making sessions and ended 
up joining the chapter in 2021. 
Welcome Betty Ann! 

 

Helpful recruitment tip: 
Invite neighbours, friends and 
relatives to one of your IODE 

fundraising activities and show them 
how much fun it is to work with 

enthusiastic IODE women! 
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   NEW IODE MEMBERS IN 2021 
                               Welcome to the following new members in 2021: 

Karen Benusik IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter 
Dede Cardy IODE Kathleen Drope Chapter 
Lily Cerveny IODE Lord Dufferin Chapter 
Maureen Chiesa IODE Elizabeth Barrett Browning Chapter 
Mary Jane Dennis IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter 
Marsali Federico IODE 48th Highlanders Chapter 
Joan Giffen IODE Dr. Norman A. McCormick Chapter 
Mary Gilman IODE Lord Dufferin Chapter 
Linda Gray IODE Lorraine Chapter 
Ramona Harding IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter  
Elizabeth Heatherington IODE Laurentian Chapter  
Theresa Jarvis IODE Captain Hooper Chapter 
Sharon Ann Kearns IODE Laurentian Chapter  
Meghan Kraehling IODE Val Griffiths Chapter 
Ann-Marie LaPointe IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter 
Linda Marchand IODE Laurentian Chapter 
Lynette McKibbon IODE Lord Dufferin Chapter 

 Cathy Miller IODE Val Griffiths Chapter 
Gaynor Parsons IODE Maple Leaf Chapter 
Marie Peden IODE Val Griffiths Chapter 
Betty Ann Popelier IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter 

 Aarthi Prabhakara IODE Laurentian Chapter 
Lyn Smale IODE Maple Leaf Chapter 
Diane Stinson IODE Errol Egremont Chapter 
Angela Walsh IODE Laurentian Chapter 
Elizabeth Wheatley IODE Elizabeth Barrett  
Elizabeth White IODE Laurentian Chapter 
Dana Wilson IODE Honourable Malcolm Cameron Chapter 

 
2021 Life Membership 

An IODE Life Membership is the highest honour that a member can receive from her peers 
for outstanding service and dedication to IODE. It is awarded on all levels: Primary, Municipal, 
Provincial and National. Congratulations to the members who were honoured by their fellow 
members with their Life Memberships in 2021: 

Primary Life Members 
Joan Clement                            IODE Captain Garnet Chapter 
Donna Deyell                             IODE Val Griffiths Chapter 
Catherine Steele.                       IODE Dr. Innis Mary MacDonald Chapter 
Sue Stephens       IODE Val Griffiths Chapter 
Janet Stratton.                            IODE Laurentian Chapter 
Marion Voitel.                             IODE Lorraine Chapter 

       Provincial Life Members 
Margo MacKinnon        IODE Rouge Valley & IODE Bridlewood Chapters  
Gail McDiarmid        IODE Angela Bruce Chapter 
Patricia Scallan       IODE 48th Highlanders Chapter
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2021 Membership Awards 
Every year, chapters who have installed new members are recognized. 

Congratulations to the following primary chapters for their efforts in IODE membership 
growth during 2021: 

 
1st Place with six new paid-up members: 

IODE Laurentian, Ottawa 
2nd Place with five new paid-up members: 

IODE Margaret Stokes, Petrolia 
3rd place with four new paid members: 

IODE Val Griffiths, Dorchester 
 

Honourable mention: 
Primary Chapters who installed one to three new members in 2021 were: 

 
• IODE 48th Highlanders, Toronto 
• IODE Captain Hooper, Carleton Place 
• IODE Dr. Norman A. McCormick, Windsor 
• IODE Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Sudbury 
• IODE Errol Egremont, Sarnia 
• IODE Hon. Malcolm Cameron, Sarnia 
• IODE Kathleen Drope, Toronto 
• IODE Lord Dufferin, Orangeville 
• IODE Lorraine, Ottawa 
• IODE Maple Leaf, Goderich 

Congratulations to all primary chapters and thank you for doing your best in recruiting 
new members during another pandemic year of 2021. Keep up the good work! 

 
   2021 Chapter Anniversaries 

                     The following chapters celebrated milestone anniversaries in 2021. 
 IODE Ontario recognized them with a letter and certificate of congratulations. 

 
 

 
Chapters No. of Years 

IODE Maple Leaf, Goderich 120th 
IODE Laurentian, Ottawa 115th 
IODE John Milton, Milton 110th 
IODE Eldon House, London 60th 
IODE Bridlewood, Scarborough 45th 
IODE Kathleen Drope, Toronto 45th 
IODE Headwaters, Orangeville 5th 
IODE City of Lakes, Sudbury 5th 
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IODE Ontario Members’ Years of Service 

Throughout the year, IODE Ontario primary chapters recognize members for various years of 
service. IODE Ontario, when notified, sent letters and Certificates of Congratulations to primary 
chapter members. We celebrate and thank them for their dedication to IODE and their 
communities. (Years of service pins are available from IODE Canada for 5, 10, 20, 30, 40, 50 
and 60 years.) 

 
10 Years 

Lynne Butler  IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter 
Marion Craig IODE Laurentian Chapter 
Madelyn Hayes IODE Margaret Stokes 
Chapter Barbara Jones IODE Maple Leaf Chapter 
Lorna King IODE Laurentian Chapter 
Audrey Lane IODE White Cloud Chapter 
Collette Blais-Lougheed IODE Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
Dawn McNally IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter 
Mona Patterson IODE Laurentian Chapter 
Barbara Potts IODE Laurentian Chapter 
Dorothy Pynn IODE White Cloud Chapter 

 

20 Years 

Flo McPherson  IODE Freelton Chapter 
 
 

25 Years 
 

 Muriel Anderson IODE Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
Nancy Hughes IODE Maple Leaf Chapter 
Lee Ann Legault IODE Captain Hooper Chapter 
Margo Morris IODE Maple Leaf Chapter 

 

30 Years 

Josephine Brodie IODE Laurentian Chapter 
 

50 Years 
 

Dianne Caswell IODE Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
Pat Nolan IODE Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
Marlene Pentilla IODE Elizabeth Barrett Browning
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SERVICES by Virginia Reade & Gloria Saunders 
 

TOTAL VALUE OF SERVICES PROGRAMS FOR 2021 $414,188 
Equipment and Furnishings $11,438 
Clothing/Bedding (includes Provincial & community donations) $170,530 
Camperships/Sports Equipment $4,400 
Medical, Dental, Vision and Emergency Aid $8,287 
Food $51,996 
Miscellany $61,150 
100th Anniversary Project Phase II – Play It Forward $1,600 
Services Work Not Reported Elsewhere $67,826 
Donations to Provincial Funds  
Provincial Services Fund $6,435 
Footwear For Kids $1,650 
Christmas Toys $662 
Community Association for Riders with Disabilities (CARD) $1,650 
Provincial Shipping $3,500 
Donations to National Funds  
National Services Fund $1,270 
Snack Pack $14,939 
Canadian Disaster Relief $6,775 

 
In 2021, the packing room was again quieter than usual due to caution regarding COVID and 

the resulting health restrictions. However, 13 primary chapters managed to deliver donations of 
clothing, knitting and footwear to the office with a value of $28,082. Following health protocols, 
we packed three times in 2021 for 14 Northern Ontario First Nations communities. All 94 parcels 
were delivered by the OPP Indigenous Liaison Team and NAPS (Nishnawbe Aski Police 
Services). In addition, 56 parcels were sent to 15 Labrador and Nunavut communities by Canada 
Post. 

 
Three officers from the Western Region Indigenous Liaison Team were encouraged to 

contact IODE by the Team Leader of the Northeast Region. The officers received requests for 
clothing and footwear from nursing clinics in their region. IODE Ontario Services was able to 
assist these officers with donated clothing and bedding for the six nursing clinics. 

 
During COVID, there was a change at the packing room that required some adjustments. 

IODE 48th Highlanders Chapter, (Toronto) member, Pat Scallan, our reliable and organized 
partner passed away in December. Thanks to Pat’s sisters, Shirley Ann Elms and Sue Lake, also 
members of the IODE 48th Highlanders Chapter for helping fill the void by assisting with the 
sorting and packing while sharing fond memories of Pat. 

 
We are looking forward in 2022 when small groups from primary chapters return to help in 

the packing room and join in the fun and sharing of interests while completing valuable Services 
volunteer work. 
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The Provincial Services’ 100th Anniversary project in 2020 was a call to members to supply hoodies 
and track pants (of all sizes) to send to our remote Northern communities. Due to the pandemic and 
the inability of chapters to get all their donations to the office, it was decided to continue the project 
through 2021. We have completed this highly successful project. The grand total of hoodies received 
was 250 along with many pairs of track pants. IODE women are truly amazing women and we thank 
them for their generosity. 

 
In 2021, an application for a Canada Post grant to help subsidize the shipping costs was 

submitted. Unfortunately, it was not successful. Services projects come in all sizes. Below are 
examples showing the variety of Services activities carried out by the primary chapters during 2021: 
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th Highlanders Chapter, Toronto, prepared and delivered art kits to an indigenous health 
centre. 

 
IODE Angela Bruce Chapter, Oakville, donated baby roll-up mats for a Mom & Tots program. 

 
IODE Bemersyde Chapter, Campbellford, donated toiletries and many knitted items to shelters, 
schools and retirement homes. 

 
IODE Bertha Cane Chapter, Newmarket, focused on food insecurity through a food bank and IODE 
Snack Pack, as well as donating used clothing. 

 
IODE Bridlewood Chapter, Scarborough, donated to Community Assocation for Riders with 
Disabilities (C.A.R.D.) to provide care and food for the horses. 

 
IODE Captain Garnet Brackin Chapter, Chatham, supported Reach Out to Chatham Kent 
(R.O.C.K.) with food, clothing & personal care items for youth on the street. 

 
IODE Captain Hooper Chapter, Carleton Place, sent 200 fabric masks to the remote northern 
community of Big Trout Lake. 

 
IODE Catherine McVean Chapter, Dresden, providing funding for a new roof for an education 
centre. 

 
IODE City of Lakes Chapter, Sudbury, sent a child to camp. 

 
IODE Claremont Chapter, Hamilton, focused on donations of new and used clothing. 

 
IODE Confederation Chapter, Ridgetown, hosted coffee breaks at a seniors’ residence once a 
month and provided fruit bread, coffee/tea and visited with residents. 

 
IODE Dr. Elizabeth Bagshaw Chapter, Hamilton, donated many different articles to IODE Ontario 
for shipment to remote Northern communities. 

 
IODE Dr. Herbert A. Bruce Chapter, North Bay, focused on food insecurity by donating to several 
agencies providing food and snack programs. 

 
IODE Dr. Innis Mary MacDonald Chapter, Markham, donated dental products and money to 
cover meals and public transportation for job interviews and essential appointments to “360o Kids” 
organization. 
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IODE Edith Benson Chapter, London, cooked for an elderly couple several times a month. 
 

IODE Eldon House Chapter, London, donated toys, hats, mitts, masks, and a pair of large animated 
Santa & Mrs. Claus to a community centre. 

 
IODE Errol Egremont Chapter, Sarnia, donated to the local shelters over 40 afghans crocheted by 
a chapter member. 

 
IODE Festival Jubilee Chapter, Stratford, donated to L’Arche to provide music therapy for 
stimulation for individuals with intellectual disabilities. 

 
IODE Freelton Chapter, Freelton, donated items for good grooming bags. 

 
IODE Headwaters Chapter, Orangeville, donated almost 400 lbs of gently used clothing. 

 
IODE Honourable Malcolm Cameron Chapter, Sarnia, donated backpacks for needy school 
children and a refugee families. 

 
IODE Holland Landing Chapter, Holland Landing, donated over 1,500 lbs of gently used clothing. 

 
IODE Kathleen Drope Chapter, Etobicoke, provided food vouchers to a women’s/ children’s shelter. 

 
IODE Kent Regiment Chapter, Chatham, provided 164 wheelchair caddies to long- term/community 
living homes. 

 
IODE Laurentian Chapter, Ottawa, donated for games and materials for use in the summer program 
of a community house. 

 
IODE Lorraine Chapter, Ottawa, made 46 quilts/baby quilts for donation. 

 
IODE Maple Leaf Chapter, Goderich, provided knitted clothing for remote Northern communities. 

 
IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter, Petrolia, has a chapter member who knitted small pouches filled 
with catnip and donated to the local Humane Society for their fundraiser. 

 
IODE Royal Wyndham Chapter, Guelph, supported the local food bank with groceries and gift 
cards. 

 
IODE Stirling Chapter, St. Thomas, volunteered at local bingos to fundraise when COVID allowed. 

 
IODE Susie Sorabji Chapter, Uxbridge, were unable to provide tangible items due to COVID, but 
made financial donations to many Provincial and National Services funds. 

 
IODE The Princes Richard and Michael Chapter, Kitchener, provided 18 pneumonia vests. 
 
IODE Val Griffiths Chapter, Dorchester, served snacks for eight weeks at a camp for 
underprivileged children. 

 
IODE Victoria Guelph Chapter, Guelph, participated in the “Adopt-a-Family” program by supporting 
a single mother with a 5-year-old child. 

 
IODE Walter Baker Chapter, Nepean/Kanata, donated hundreds of face masks to two schools and 
a library. 
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IODE West Gwillimbury Chapter, West Gwillimbury, focused on donating used clothing and 
providing funds to IODE Snack Pack. 

 
IODE White Cloud Chapter, Wiarton, created 102 adult senior individualized Christmas gift bags 
which were distributed through the Salvation Army. 

 
IODE Yellow Briar Chapter, Orangeville, provided 44 Christmas bags for seniors in their area who 
have no family or visitors. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Standard Bearer  by Kathryn Weston 

 
Provincial IODE Ontario Office: The Canadian Flag was present virtually at all monthly 

meetings and the annual meeting. 
 

Primary Chapters: Twenty-six chapters presented annual Standard Bearer reports, although three 
of the forms indicated there was no report. COVID-19 Pandemic restrictions were in full effect this 
year and many chapters had no meetings. Several had only two or three in-person and five chapters 
were able to hold at least nine meetings via Zoom and/or in-person. 

 
Standards and/or Flags were often displayed virtually on the Zoom screens. Two chapters could not 
access their standards as they were locked away and inaccessible for most or all of the year. 
 

Chapter members have not been able to honour their deceased members with flags at funerals and 
memorial services. Very few chapters were able to display flags and present wreaths at 
Remembrance Day services. Maple Leaf Chapter Goderich was an exception to this situation as they 
displayed the IODE, Canadian and Union Jack flags at the unveiling of their Remembrance Day tribute, 
the Poppy Project. Members and volunteers knit and crocheted thousands of poppies and put them 
together on a large netting that was draped over the memorial cannon in the town square. Chapters 
across Ontario are looking forward to decreased restrictions in 2022 which will allow them to return to 
their usual practice of honouring veterans and members who have passed on during the year. 
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100
th Anniversary by Helen Danby 

 
With COVID persisting, the possibility of holding the 100th Anniversary celebrations slipped 

away. With it, the Friday Fun Night “Dressing for the Decades” disappeared. However, some 
celebratory elements were saved as part of the 2021 Provincial Annual Meeting. Colonel Michael 
Scott performed the virtual citizenship reaffirmation for all members and the 100th Anniversary pin 
was included in the registration packages as a gift. 

 
IODE Ontario overcame the COVID obstacles and our 100th Anniversary projects came to 

fruition. The IODE Ontario commemorative pamphlet morphed into a history of IODE Ontario’s 
100 years with the final product being a book, “IODE Ontario 1920-2020, 100 Years of Community 
Service”. 

 
Thanks to all primary chapters who supported our two major 100th Anniversary projects. It 

began in 2018 as “Project Fun”, a collaborative initiative with the Provincial Services in which a 
playground equipment was donated to the Good Shepherd Family Centre in Hamilton. 

 

In 2019, in preparation for our Centennial Anniversary, phase two of “Project Fun” was initiated 
and called “Play it Forward”. The need for sports equipment in the remote Northern communities 
was explored and our adopted schools in Northern Ontario submitted their wish lists. Unfortunately, 
with the onset of the COVID epidemic, schools were closed and delivery had to be delayed until 
Fall 2021. Thank you to the primary chapters for their donations amounting to over $10,000 for this 
second phase of our anniversary project. 

 
A special thank you is extended to Aileen Reid, Assistant Education Officer in charge of 

Adopted Schools, for tackling the task of contacting all our Northern Ontario adopted schools and 
securing their “wish list” for sporting goods and physical education equipment for the schools (not 
an easy task during COVID with school closures.) Aileen priced and negotiated the purchase of 
products and delivery through several stores and suppliers. 

 
Adopted Schools Report for “Play It Forward” 100th Anniversary Project 

by Aileen Reid 
 

Another year with COVID-19 had passed and schools struggled to keep children and staff safe. 
The schools in Northern Ontario had been hit hard these past two years. Some schools in the 
remote communities were again closed in 2021 due to outbreaks. Nursing stations had to shut 
down, leaving this vulnerable population even more at risk. It is our hope that children will soon be 
able to return to school and play with the sporting equipment that had been sent to each of the 
eight schools who participated in the “Play It Forward” project. 

 
Four schools requested “Before and After School Packs” that included assorted balls, bags, 

cones, markers, skipping ropes, etc. This equipment serviced 100 students at the cost $649.95 
each. Special thanks were extended to Marchant’s Sporting Goods, Spectrum and Flaghouse Inc. 
who paid for the majority of shipping costs for this project, saving IODE Ontario hundreds of dollars 
that we then put towards sporting goods for our Adopted Schools. 



 61 

Schools that participated in the “Play It Forward” Project were: 
1. Bishop Belleau, Moosonee (pinnies, obstacle course set, Before and After School Packs) $1,180. 
2. Deer Lake First Nation School, Deer Lake (Art supplies, Before and After School Packs)  $714. 
3. Lawrence Wesley Education Centre, Cat Lake (2 baseball bats, 12 balls, and bases; T-ball 

equipment, 12 broomball sticks and ball, 10 volleyballs, 10 basketballs)  $1,075. 
4. Martin McKay Memorial School, Sachigo Lake (various sizes of 15 basketballs, 20 soccer balls, 

broomball set, bean bags, rubber balls, and tennis balls)  $1,280 
5. Moosonee Public School, Moosonee (soft toss set, Before and After School Packs) $884. 
6. Samson Beardy Memorial School. Muskrat Dam (24 softballs, 4 baseball gloves, 4 bats, and 

bases) $648. 
7. Thomas Fiddler Memorial Elementary School, Sandy Lake (30 soccer balls, broomball set and 

Before and After School Packs) $1,418. 
8. St. Andrews School, Kashechewan (162 pairs of indoor running shoes; foam floor interlocking 

gym mat) $3,414. 

In total, $10,612 was spent supplying these eight schools with sporting goods and 162 pairs of indoor 
running shoes in the fall of 2021 and spring of 2022. 

The IODE Bemersyde Chapter in Campbellford, 
Ontario has an adopted school through the IODE 
Adopted Schools program. Pictured above are the 
happy primary grade school students at William 
Gillett Academy in Charlottetown, Labrador, 
Newfoundland wearing their knitted hats sent by 
the chapter members. 
 

Examples of items sent by IODE Errol Egremont 
Chapter, Sarnia to their Adopted School -- AMOS in 
Hopedale Labrador. These included a bag of apples, 
crayons, colouring books, erasers, markers, school 
supplies, candies, glue sticks, books, knitted items, etc. 
for the 24 students in Grade 2. Teacher Pearl Cobb was 
sent an IODE 2022 planner. 
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Special Thank You 
to the 2021 Annual Report Editing Committee: 

 

Michelle Batty       Jan Casbourn          Helen Danby    

Libby Gibson        Linda Gryner            Kathy Newnes 

The IODE Laurentian Chapter in 
Ottawa had a creative way of sharing 
their 2021 Annual Report through the 
effective use of Powerpoint. This, of 
course, is in addition to the Annual 
Reports sent to the Provincial and 

National offices. Kudos to the IODE 
Laurentian Chapter members! 
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