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Message from the President 

Renate Schuetz 

When I started my responsibility as Provincial President a year ago, I wanted to see a few changes 
within the Provincial Chapter.  Not for the sake of change but for the sake of growth.  IODE has 
held an important role in Ontario and after reading this year’s annual reports, we continue to 
contribute to many objectives and we want these to continue to thrive.  Many of us in the room 
today remember when.  Well this is now and are we the same IODE as we were then.  In some 
ways, we are and in many ways, we are not.  Does that mean we still do things as we did then?  
Well some we do and some we need to change.   

We changed venue setting for this Annual Meeting.  In the past, we would use a hotel’s meeting 
room where we were staying.  This year, the April Provincial Executive Meeting was held in our 
Hamilton Office and the Annual Meeting is in the historical Liuna Station.  A former train station 
that now is a banquet and convention centre.  It has been home to many a wedding, social and 
corporate events. 

This year’s meeting is slightly different from those we have had before.  We start the morning with 
a “Meet & Greet Breakfast”.  This gave the Provincial Officers time to mingle with the members.  
The room set-up is less formal, with no formal head-table.   

Resolutions of Loyalty have been prepared for presentation to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, 
our Queen and Patron, to The Right Honourable David Johnston, Governor General and 
Commander-in-Chief of Canada and The Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Lieutenant 
Governor of Ontario, our Honorary Patron.  The Resolutions of Loyalty will not be read in full, they 
have been included in the registration package this will allow distribution to your chapter. 

As IODE is a registered charity, we are responsible to the membership and must conduct certain 
items of business.  Some of the ratifications and some of the recommendations that we have done 
at previous Annual Meetings were done at the April Provincial Executive Meeting. 

This past year I have challenged the Officers and they have not disappointed me.  Last summer 
we had an Officers and Convenors Retreat.  For 24 hours, we were clustered in Mount Mary 
Retreat Centre.  This gave us time to get to know each other better and to discuss the changing 
role of Provincial Officers, plan future Annual Meetings and for IODE Ontario’s 100th Anniversary. 

The Chapter mailing in the form of the IODE Ontario News Letter was changed in September.  It 
is our plan to be more environmentally friendly by sending less paper.  The IODE Ontario News 
Letter can be read on line at our website and you can print it out on your home printer.  The IODE 
Ontario News Letter is another tool you can use to give to potential members. 

Talking about promotional tools, our new banner is available for chapters to customize for their 
use.  If this doesn’t get you noticed at an event, I don’t know what will! 

Another change is the Annual Report format.  We have returned to the smaller presentation not 
because of lesser information, on the contrary.  The officers had much to write and sometimes 
the way we did things before works for us today. 

Every time I have installed a group of chapter officers and their president, I always tell the 
president to bring her personality to her position.  Well I took my own advice, not only making 
changes but also trying to be visual on social media.  Today’s Millennials use images to 
communicate with their friends.  I started documenting my visits by taking selfies and posting them 
on the IODE Ontario Facebook page and on the IODE Ontario website. 

We hope that these changes meet with your approval.  Please give us your feedback on our 
changes.  Without your input, we cannot provide suitable information that will help you with your 
chapter growth.  Did we make mistakes?  Oh I sure we did.  Mistakes happen when you do stuff. 
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Secretary Report 

The Provincial Executive Committee (PEC) composed of the Provincial Officers and Councillors 
conducted eight regular meetings during 2015.  The Provincial Officers and Convenors met on 
seven occasions. 

It is with regret that the following deaths are noted:  
 

Lorraine Leyden, Provincial Life Member 
Freda Orleans, Provincial Life Member 
Noreen Salari, Honorary Vice President and Provincial Life Member                               

Activities of the President and Officers during 2015 included the following highlights. 

Municipal Annual Meetings 
President Karen Barker attended Municipal Annual Meetings of Chatham-Kent and Sarnia-
Lambton. The President brought greetings from the Provincial Chapter and installed the Officers 
for the upcoming year.  Karen enjoyed meeting the members and guests and was impressed by 
their local successes.  Renate Schuetz, 1st Vice President was pleased to represent the President 
and the Provincial Chapter at the Municipal Annual Meeting of Ottawa. 

Provincial Annual Meeting 

95 Years & Still Making a Difference 

President Karen Barker officiated at the one-day 95th Provincial Annual Meeting on Saturday, April 
18th, 2015 at the Hilton Garden Inn Airport Hotel in Ottawa.   

National President E. Anne Mason joined us, extended greetings to the members, and 
congratulated them on their achievements.   

IODE Ottawa Municipal President Gwyneth Harkin welcomed attendees on behalf of the Ottawa 
membership.  Gwyneth stated “the members are so pleased that our city was finally chosen as 
host city for the provincial meeting.”  The prior evening, the Municipal Chapter hosted a fun night 
- Days Gone Bytown - a good time was had by all!  Members arrived in lumberjack or lumber 
baroness costumes. We enjoyed live music from the group called “Lock Up Your Daughters”.  A 
raffle was held with proceeds going to the Ottawa Carleton Association for Developmental 
Disabilities.   

In her address, the President Karen Barker thanked all members of IODE for the honour of serving 
as Provincial President over the past three years and stated, “It was a fabulous adventure.”  When 
preparing for the Provincial Annual Meeting the President read each primary chapter report.  This 
made her realize that many of the chapters’ projects do not get the recognition that they deserve.  
She recommended that the members write a report and submit to the office for publishing on the 
website. This is one way for other members to see the great works of their chapter.  “It is a shame 
that the time and energy that goes into the implementation of these projects is not highlighted and 
often lost in the report.” 

We were most excited to have Mrs. Laureen Harper as our guest speaker at the All Members 
Luncheon.  She spoke about the importance of volunteering and the value of animals in assisting 
people with a variety of challenges. 

Helen Danby, Education Officer presented a video from Colonel Chris Hadfield OC, OOnt., MSC, 
CD (first Canadian Astronaut to walk in space) announcing the winner of the “We Go to The Best 
School Contest” - St. Paul’s School of Norwood.  Lisa Cossar, a teacher at the school and IODE 
member accepted the cheque on behalf of the students.  We were pleased to have three students 
and a parent in attendance at the presentation. 

Citizenship Officer Sheila DeJaegher presented the Provincial Chapter of Ontario IODE Police 
Community Relations Award to OPP Constable Dave Sparrock of the Highway Safety Division 
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Hwy 407 Detachment.  This was in recognition of his volunteer work with the many food and toy 
drives he organized.  

Mary K. Anderson of the Toronto Legacy Committee presented the IODE Jean Throop Book 

Award to Cybele Young, author and illustrator of the children’s book “Nancy Knows”. 

First Vice-President Renate Schuetz was honoured to present a Provincial Life Membership to 
President Karen Barker.   

The meeting concluded with the President’s Gala Dinner.  National President E. Anne Mason 
installed the 2015-2016 Officers.  Newly sworn in President Renate Schuetz accepted the gavel. 

National Annual Meeting 
President Renate Schuetz was the Official Delegate to the 115th Annual Meeting of IODE Canada 
held in St. John’s Newfoundland on May 28 to 31.  Second Vice President Linda Gryner was the 
Provincial Chapter’s Official Representative. 

Noteworthy events of that meeting included: 

 A fun-night themed Newfie Kitchen Party which included entertainment for members and 
husbands 

 The National Membership Crystal Challenge Cup was awarded to IODE 48th Highlanders 
Chapter, Toronto 

 The National Chapter of Canada IODE Violet Downey Book Award was presented to Charis 
Cotter, a writer, editor and storyteller living in Newfoundland for her novel “The Swallow: A 
Ghost Story” 

 RCMP Constable Curt Wentzell from Lower Sackville, Nova Scotia was the recipient of the 
IODE National Chapter of Canada (RCMP) Police Community Relations Award 

 National Service Officer Jane Cushing and New Brunswick Past Provincial President Rose 
Carolyn Smith showed a power point presentation of their 2014 summer road trip to Labrador 

 The successful recipients of the National Chapter of Canada IODE War Memorial 
Scholarships were announced - two from Ontario, two from BC and one from Saskatchewan 

 IODE City of Lakes Chapter, Sudbury President Heather Hare and 1st Vice President Shirley 
O’Neil made a surprise presentation.  They challenged the National Chapter to help primary 
chapters grow membership by building a national awareness campaign.  The chapter felt so 
strongly about this that they presented a $1,000 cheque to IODE Canada 

 National Life Memberships were awarded to Lorraine Kent, Darmouth, Nova Scotia, Mary 
Douglas, Toronto, Hazel MacLeod, London, E. Anne Mason, Newmarket and Marion Wallace, 
Guelph 

Officers Retreat 
The Officers attended a retreat at Mount St. Mary’s, Ancaster in August.  This is the third year we 
have gone to this location to discuss plans for the next year, long-term needs, the roles of the 
Officers, training and in general, where IODE is going.  We were fed well and everyone 
participated in the discussions of relevant issues. It is an opportunity to get to know each other 
and speak frankly about the future of IODE Ontario. The President led the officers and convenors 
through the topics. We all had a great time and lots of fun!  

Town Hall Meetings 
On September 19th IODE Angela Bruce Chapter, Oakville hosted a Townhall Meeting.  In 
attendance were members from chapters in Toronto, Freelton, Oakville and Hamilton.  On 
October 24th, IODE Lord Dufferin Chapter hosted a Townhall Meeting in Orangeville.  Members 
in attendance were from Orangeville, Guelph and Waterloo Chapters.  President Renate Schuetz 
chaired the meetings.  Officers gave presentations updating programs and projects of IODE 
Ontario. Members had the opportunity to ask questions and provided us with feedback and their 
chapter needs. 
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Other Activities 
May was a busy month for new President Renate Schuetz. She travelled to Strathroy to attend 
the IODE Mary Armstrong Chapter’s 100th Anniversary Tea on May 2nd , then on May 5th to IODE 
Angela Bruce Chapter, Oakville, to join their meeting at which their 82nd birthday was celebrated 
and to Preston joining the IODE Preston Chapter members for their 95th Anniverary dinner on 
May 12th. 

Renate attended the annual potluck supper of IODE Maple Leaf Chapter, Goderich, on June 2nd.  
On October 23rd, she participated in the IODE Captain Nicola Goddard Chapter’s Bowling 
fundraiser in Toronto. 

On December 6th, the President attended the Christmas Luncheon of the IODE 48th Highlanders 
Chapter, Toronto.   

On May 2nd Libby Gibson, Councillor from North Bay, represented the President at the Sudbury 
luncheon billed as the “City of Lakes Chapter Celebrate their beginning”.  This chapter was formed 
by the amalgamation of the Alexander Ramsay and Elizabeth Fry Chapters. 

Caroline Rodgers, Eastern Area Vice-President, represented the President when she attended 
the Remembrance Day Program at the National War Museum in Ottawa.  

Anniversaries 
114 Anniversary IODE Maple Leaf Goderich 

109 Anniversary IODE Laurentian Ottawa 

108 Anniversary IODE 48th Highlanders Toronto 

106 Anniversary IODE Victoria Guelph Guelph 

104 Anniversary IODE John Milton Milton 

102 Anniversary IODE 40th Northumberland Regiment Norwood 

101 Anniversary IODE Catherine McVean Dresden 

100 Anniversary IODE Mary Armstrong Strathroy 

95 Anniversary IODE Chatham-Kent Municipal Chatham-Kent 

95 Anniversary IODE Preston Preston 

70 Anniversary IODE The Princes Richard & Michael Waterloo 

75 Anniversary IODE Flying Officer Kenneth Lucas (D) St. Thomas 

65 Anniversary IODE Edith Carleton (D) Peterborough 

65 Anniversary IODE Princess Anne Toronto 

60 Anniversary IODE Bishop Hellmuth (D) London 

60 Anniversary IODE William Melville Spencer London 

30 Anniversary IODE Yellow Briar Orangeville 

30 Anniversary IODE Royal Wyndham Guelph 

20 Anniversary IODE Dr. Innis Mary MacDonald Markham 

  5 Anniversary IODE Captain Nichola Goddard Toronto 

(D) These Chapter have Disbanded during the year. 

The Resolutions of Loyalty sent from the 95th Provincial Annual Meeting were acknowledged by 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, His Excellency The Right Honourable David Johnston, CC, CMM, 
COM, CD, FRSC, FRCPSC, Governor General and Commander-in-Chief of Canada and The  
Honourable  Elizabeth Dowdeswell, OC, O. Ont., Lieutenant Governor of Ontario. 

Past Provincial Presidents expressed appreciation for their appointments as Honorary Vice-
Presidents of IODE Ontario. 

Messages of concern or sympathy were sent to members and friends during times of illness or 
bereavement.  Letters of appreciation for excellent service rendered or acts of kindness extended 
were forwarded to business and professional associates throughout the year. 
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Appreciation 
IODE Ontario is fortunate to have co-operative and committed office staff.  We had turnover in 
2015 in the Administrative Assistant role but appreciate the contributions made by all.  We started 
the year with Allana Bergsma, then Linda Welton was with us for two months and in September 
Susan Varga joined the team.  Thank you to these women for your participation and we look 
forward to a long relationship with Susan.   

Judie Galvin, our bookkeeper, became involved in a variety of things out of necessity during a 
year of turmoil.  Thank you Judie.   

Karen Barker left the role of President in April and Renate Schuetz took the helm.  Both are forces 
to be reckoned with!  Karen, thank you for your considerable efforts in molding the face of our 
Provincial Chapter.  Your promoting of the Town Hall meetings and work with the Officers in 
preparing presentations has benefitted us.  Working with Renate has brought changes and new 
challenges.  We can hardly wait to see what’s next!  IODE Ontario is better for having both of 
these women as our President. 

Submitted by Marion Wallace, Secretary 

 

 

Life Memberships 2015 

The presentation of a Life Membership in IODE honours a member who has given valuable and 
continuing service to the chapter.  The granting of a Life Membership must be proposed and 
approved by the Life Membership Committee of the chapter concerned.  During 2015 one 
Provincial, one Municipal and seven Primary Life Memberships were granted.  Congratulations to 
each of these dedicated members. 

Provincial 

Karen Barker Toronto 

Municipal 

Kandace Bliss IODE Chatham Kent Chapter 

Primary 

Kerry Strathdee IODE Bridlewood Chapter Toronto 

Sheila Brown IODE Errol Egremont Chapter Sarnia 

Helen Danby IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter Petrolia 

Linda Forbes IODE Dr. Herbert A. Bruce Chapter North Bay 

Laura Fischer IODE Dr. Herbert A. Bruce Chapter North Bay 

Mary Lee Smith IODE Laurentian Chapter Ottawa 

Valerie Blais IODE Laurentian Chapter Ottawa 
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Treasurer’s Report 

This is the Financial Report for the year 2015.  Financial Statements submitted by the chapters 

are reviewed.  Those Treasurers who sent their reports promptly are to be congratulated.   

Chapters continue to raise impressive amounts of money.  That Chapters use to generously 

support Municipal, Provincial and National IODE funds as well as projects and other worthwhile 

causes in their communities.  

2015 
Number of 
Chapters 

Number 
Reported 

Total 
Revenue 

Total 
Expenditures 

Under Municipal 
Jurisdiction 

18 18 $331,297 $325,454 

Under Provincial 
Jurisdiction 

45 44 $642,764 $678,157 

Total 63 62 $974,061 $1,003,611 

There are 1,263 paid-up members in Ontario.  A list of those members honoured with Life 
Memberships during the year precedes this report.  

The Finance Committee met during the year to deal with routine financial matters.  When 

preparing the budget for 2016 the committee endeavoured to be realistic in anticipating both 

Revenue and Expenditures. The approved and balanced Budget for the year 2016 follows the 

Auditor’s Report. 

The Investment Committee met several times during the year regarding the Provincial Investment 

Portfolio in accordance with By-Law #23.  A prize of $5,000 was presented at the 95th Provincial 

Annual Meeting, on Saturday, April 18th, 2015, at the Hilton Garden Inn Airport Hotel in Ottawa, 

to the winner of the “We Go to The Best School” contest.  Funds coming from the final $4,000 

received from a gift of the Edith and Gordon Benson Foundation and $1,000 from the Provincial 

Legacy Fund.  The Gladys Raiter Bursary investment account had accumulated income of $5,000 

and the IODE Gladys Raiter Bursary for Graduate Study was consequently presented during the 

year.  Our investments performed reasonably well during 2015 supporting the value of our 

portfolio and assisting in the cost of administration. 

The office of Provincial Treasurer is both challenging and interesting.  The co-operation from 

chapter treasurers and the members of the Finance Committee is much appreciated. 

Appreciation is extended to Rose Stewart (*) who took on the office of Provincial Treasurer at 

2015 Provincial Annual Meeting.  However, she was unable to continue for the full term.    

Submitted by Donna O’Reilly, Acting Treasurer 

(* After accepting Rose Stewart resignation Donna O’Reilly was named Acting Treasurer until the 

installation of the Treasurer for the 2016/2017 term at the Provincial Annual Meeting April 23rd, 

2016.) Special thanks to Donna O’Reilly and Honorary President Karen Barker for filling in the 

vacancy. 
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IODE Ontario 

         

2016 Budget 

         

Operating Account 

         

 Revenue:       

  Per Capita Fees     27,750.00  

  Chapter Annual Fees  1,450.00  

  Provincial Executive Committee Fees  1,050.00  

  Transfer from Operating Investment  32,401.00  

  Recovery from Provincial Funds 0.00  

  Toronto Legacy Admin Fee   1,200.00  

  Membership Drive   5,000.00  

       68,851.00  

         

  Projected excess of expenditures over revenue ($) to be   

  taken from the income of the Hewitt Bequest and Legacy Fund if needed  

         

 Expenditures:       

  Salaries     28,000.00  

  CPP/EI     1,775.00  

  Rent      17,432.00  

  Property Tax Rebate   -1,311.00  

  Insurance    605.00  

  Office Supplies    1,600.00  

  Photocopier Rental & Supplies  2,600.00  

  Postage Meter Rental & Supplies  1,075.00  

  Computer    400.00  

  Telephone/Internet   1,625.00  

  Postage      1,000.00  

  Audit (include bank confirmation)  5,200.00  

  HST Payable    6,000.00  

  HST Rebate    -5,100.00  

  Bank Charges    100.00  

  Town Hall Meetings  300.00  

  Representative to NAM   150.00  

  Delegate to NAM    600.00  

  President's Account   1,800.00  

  Membership Drive   5,000.00  

       68,851.00  

    Surplus/Deficit 0.00  
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Citizenship Report 

Total Value of Citizenship Programs for 2015                $25,760 

Total Volunteer Hours for 2015                  205,101 

Primary Chapter members have been very busy again in 2015. 

IODE Sarnia Lambton Municipal Chapter reported that the Chapters in that area give support to 

the Citizenship Courts each year by handing out IODE Certificates of Citizenship to the new 

Citizens. They also replenish books and magazines in the family courthouse waiting room.  IODE 

Freelton Chapter, Freelton participated in three Citizenship Courts in Hamilton. 

IODE Laurentian Chapter, Ottawa reported that their 54th Annual House and Garden Tour 

focused on promoting Canadian Culture by enriching the tour experience with historic interpreters 

and musical performances.  

IODE Bemersyde Chapter, Campbellford recognized a 35-year-old man for rescuing an injured 

mother and her 5-month-old baby from their burning minivan after it skidded off a snow-covered 

road.   

IODE Victoria Guelph Chapter, Guelph gave 47 comfort dolls to the Peacekeeper Veterans 

Project, also 114 Christmas cards were signed and given to local veterans.  

Members wrote about their many good deeds, the hours spent in opportunity shops, volunteering 

on Poppy distribution, having BBQs to raise funds for projects, or selling tickets to raise funds for 

their chapters. Knitting, quilting, sewing, yard sales, driving people to appointments, garden tours, 

Antique Shows, making pies, crocheting milk bags into mats for the under privileged in third world 

countries, tutoring children, helping at schools, nursing homes, hospitals, group homes, 

museums, and anniversary luncheons are just some of the activites. 

IODE Kent Regiment Chapter, Chatham honoured the accomplishments of Queen Elizabeth II as 

the longest reigning British Monarch by distributing a commemorative card with the IODE logo 

along with candy to all who attended the Antique Show and Sale (over 500 were distributed in the 

community). 

Volunteer hours recorded by chapter members are those that are not recorded by other 

organizations. They also include time spent at chapter meetings and preparing your reports for 

meetings.  

Chapters invite a variety of speakers to their meetings.   Chapters recognized First Responders 

by awarding Certificates with monetary awards.  

Chapters continue to support the National Citizenship Fund, the Provincial Citizenship Fund and 

Municipal Citizenship Funds. 

Patriotic support for our troops is overwhelming with members still wearing their red shirts on 

Fridays to show support for the troops serving far from home on deployment and for their families 

left behind. Cards and letters have been sent at Christmas. 

Remembrance Day and Decoration Day services are well attended by Chapter members.  

Wreaths are laid at local cenotaphs in memory of Veterans from WW I and WW II, Korea and 

Afghanistan. 

IODE Founders Day parades and luncheons continue to be held and are attended. Canada Day 

festivities are a big hit especially with children who love waving our National Flag. 
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IODE Princes Richard and Michael Chapter, Waterloo celebrates Victoria Day each May and one 

of their members presents historical facts. 

Thank you for all your hard work and dedication to the best country in the world - Canada. 

Submitted by Sheila M. DeJaegher, Citizenship Officer 

 

 

 

Communications Report 

Total Value of Communications Programs for 2015                   $65,585 

The 2015 Communications report begins with congratulations to all chapters for their hard work 

in promoting IODE and their individual chapters. The total dollars spent on communication efforts 

clearly indicated that the chapters take promotion seriously and are using it with great success. 

It was fantastic to see more chapters using social media such as Facebook, Twitter and individual 

chapter websites to get the word out. Embracing the newer forms of media helps us to reach more 

potential members of all ages and attract more attendees to our events, both of which help to 

ensure the future vibrancy of our chapters and of IODE. 

Scrapbooks continue to rank highly as one of the best-used tools for promotion and for preserving 

chapter histories.  Brochures, whether for an individual chapter or from provincial or national are 

also widely used which is great to see.  Both were often used as part of displays at community 

events, fairs and booth at shopping malls. 

In terms of promotional items with IODE logo or branding all the traditional methods such as 

badges, clothing and magnets were regularly used. New this past year was the introduction of the 

IODE pen that has a retractable banner listing all that IODE does and supports. IODE Ontario 

introduced a vertical floor banner that chapters can purchase and customized with their chapter 

name.  

IODE Lord Dufferin Chapter, Orangeville created neck scarves with IODE embroidered on them 

to be worn at fundraising events - this is a great way to start conversations about IODE.  It is 

wonderful to see chapters finding new and creative ways to promote IODE. 

There were over 34 different types of fundraising done by chapters all in Ontario.  Many were 

traditional activities such as house and garden tours, bake sales and card games.  There were 

some new ideas such as IODE Captain Hooper Chapter in Carleton Place hosted an evening with 

a psychic - now that is original. Being creative with your type of events can often lead to more 

media coverage as it is more outside the box and may be just the story the media is looking for 

to fill their newscast, newspaper or airtime. 

For the upcoming year, we encouraging all chapters to continue their promotional efforts in all 

ways possible and IODE Ontario will provide any needed support. 

Submitted by Elanor Brodie, Communications Officer 
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Education Report 

Total Value of Education Programs for 2015                   $217,505 

Education Summary 2015 
IODE chapters throughout the province recognized, encouraged and supported educational 
excellence in various ways.    

 Chapters continue to support their commitments to secondary schools, colleges and 
universities through bursaries and scholarships.  As their reports illustrate, thousands of 
dollars are donated as awards. Some are in the form of gift cards for local bookstores.  

 Members attended the graduations and awards presentations.   IODE certificates are 
included with each award along with IODE pamphlets and/or bookmarks.  

 Several chapters give awards to students who have overcome personal adversities or who 
have never won anything but show school spirit and good efforts, rather than just for 
proficiency.   

 IODE chapters supported the Kiwanis Music Festival, Science Fairs, community Fall Fairs 
and their public libraries.  

 Members freely gave their time to assist with school snack programs or listen to the 
children read on a weekly basis.  

 Chapters donate bursaries and awards in memory of past members - what a great tribute 
to those members! 

IODE Education Highlights: 

 IODE 40th Northumberland Regiment Chapter, Norwood supported the high school’s 
Equine program this year.  They have also provided their local library with 16 “Born to 
Read” bags and money for the purchase of new books.  

 IODE Captain Garnet Brackin Chapter, Chatham supported their local high school’s 
Volleyball Camp and assisted the children’s program at their local museum.   

 IODE 48th Highlanders Chapter, Toronto supported a local shelter at Halloween by 
providing candy for the children.  

 IODE Kent Regiment Chapter, Chatham use proceeds from the 50/50 draw acquired 
during their Antique Show for the Chatham-Kent School Nutrition Program.  

 IODE Amelia F. Sims Chapter, Toronto was very involved with underprivileged schools 
and children. They donated ten start-up kitchen kits in a laundry basket to 18-year old 
foster children leaving government care. 

 IODE Kathleen Drope Chapter in Toronto again collaborated with Montgomery’s Inn for 
“A Night Out in 1915” concert fundraiser to provide funding for educational programs at 
the Inn. The food served and the stories told represented those of the war years.  

 IODE Laurentian Chapter, Ottawa maintains their twenty-year commitment to Banff 
Avenue Community House by providing a bursary for a student’s education.  

 IODE Dr. Elizabeth Bagshaw Chapter, Hamilton provided funding to a local adopted 
school for the outdoor teaching garden.  This program is part of the science and fitness 
curriculum.  Recently they gave a trampoline for the school’s Autism classroom.  

 IODE Catherine McVean Chapter, Chatham donated to the “Let’s Get Fit Summer Camp” 
and provided supplies to make strawberry jam. 

 IODE Comber Chapter, Comber continues to donate to Scouts Canada and gives prizes 
for the children’s division at the local fair.   IODE is promoted at a tea held every October 
in the local library.  

 IODE Angela Bruce Chapter in Oakville uses their “Opportunity Shop” as the stage to 
present student awards, thereby showing the parents and recipients a portion of the work 
of IODE. 
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 IODE Dr. Herbert A. Bruce Chapter, North Bay gives bursaries to clients at the local 
women’s shelter, supports their local mental health residence, a local science fair and a 
school on the native reserve. This year they provided funding to a Literacy Nipissing 
initiative to produce a children’s book by a local author, “The Year That Santa Lost His 
Suit,” to be distributed to local children. 

 IODE City of Lakes Chapter in Sudbury supported the library with a donation and copies 
of the IODE Violet Downey Book Award winning book “The Swallow: A Ghost Story”.  At 
a local school, they offer a one on one reading support to a group of students.  

 IODE William Melville Spencer Chapter, London made 34 Christmas gift bags stuffed with 
colouring books, crayons, puzzles, toys, candy and a stuffed toy for each Junior 
Kindergarten student at a local school.  IODE Bemersyde Chapter, Campbellford also 
donated filled book bags to their local school.  

 IODE Bridlewood, Toronto provided funding for the “Summer Literacy Program” at the 
local library. This year their “Own-a-Book, Share-a-Book” program amounted to almost 
$2,300. 

 IODE Walter Baker Chapter, Ottawa supported a music program at the Centre for 
Aboriginal Health with a donation of three guitars and a recorder.  They donated one 
hundred (100) keyboards and mice for computers to various area schools. 

 IODE Golden Jubilee Chapter in Oshawa provided funds for an enriched Model Rocketry 
program and much needed science equipment for a local elementary school.  

 IODE Honorable Malcolm Cameron Chapter, Sarnia once more donated books and 
provided program funding for the “Organization for Literacy”.  The Chapter was publicly 
recognized for its contribution to the after-school “Skills and Drills” program.   This chapter 
acknowledged a donation for an annual bursary in memory of a past member, Betty 
Moore.  

 IODE John Milton Chapter in Milton provides a bursary in memory of Chapter Member 
Helen Olive McNeil. 

 IODE Edith Benson Chapter, London this year was able to sponsor four young women at 
Hekima Place orphanage as they enter into university.  They are planning to invest in the 
building of a secondary school. 

 IODE Confederation Chapter in Ridgetown supported a Gala fundraiser for “Agriculture in 
the Classroom” materials.  They assisted area schools with technology, playground 
equipment and articles for students with special needs. 

 IODE Lord Dufferin Chapter, Orangeville provided Lego packages for the library and the 
local museum.  They presented numerous proficiency awards to local grade 8 classes. 

 IODE Victoria Guelph Chapter in Guelph maintains their support for the “Talking Books” 
program at the public library.  Past member Annie Armstrong was remembered through a 
special award at a secondary school.  

 IODE Holland Landing Chapter in Holland Landing paid for busing Grades 1 to 4 students 
to attend the Community Safety Village.  The curriculum offers age appropriate programs 
in traffic, bicycle, and fire safety. This support was in memory of a local family who lost 
their lives in a fire. 

 IODE Preston Chapter, Cambridge gave financial support to “The Coping Centre” - a 
facility that gives workshops for those who are having problems dealing with bereavement.  
Funding was given for a school trip to learn about the Holocaust.  The chapter supported 
a horseback riding program for disabled children, an early reading program and bought 
materials to train students to recognize and help peers deal with depression and suicide.  

 IODE Maple Leaf Chapter, Goderich donated funds to the three local high schools 
benevolent funds for students in need. 

 IODE Right Honourable Sir Winston Churchill Chapter, Leamington has continued 
supporting the “Baby Think it Over” infant simulators program at their local secondary 
school.  They contributed to five-area libraries summer program. 
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 IODE Mary Armstrong Chapter in Strathroy has been presenting certificates and monetary 
awards to a student in grade eight at all local schools since 1954.   

Chapters have adopted the “Own-a-Book, Share-a-Book” program and the “Born to Read” 
program.  Books ordered through Scholastics Books earn credits for the school, as well as 
providing a discount. Chapters affix IODE bookplates in the donated books.  Some of the books 
are given in special homemade book bags. 

 IODE Royal Wyndham Chapter, Guelph donated 156 books to two schools through 
Scholastic Books for children in Junior Kindergarten to Grade 6.  Each book had an IODE 
membership brochure.  The chapter received a donation of 80 books from author Jean 
Little, the books were given to IODE Ontario and then sent to Northern Ontario.   

 IODE Val Griffths Chapter, London presented books in handmade cloth book bags for 
every JK student in two local schools.  

  IODE Eldon House Chapter, London distributed copies of “The Kissing Hand” by Audrey 
Penn to each child in Junior Kindergarten classes at six schools.  They contributed books 
for the “A Book for Every Child” campaign. To commemorate Princess Charlotte’s birth 
the Chapter gave their local health unit 114 books, complete with a Royal Baby bookplate.   
Through a generous donation of a past member, they were able to donate 15 
Chromebooks (small laptops) to a local school for classroom use. 

 Ottawa’s IODE Walter Baker Chapter members collect Campbell soup labels that are 
donated to a local school.  The school redeems them for supplies and equipment through 
Campbell’s “Labels for Learning” program.  

 IODE Dr. Innis Mary MacDonald Chapter, Markham was proud to present the 2015 IODE 
Jean Throop Book Award winning book, “Nancy Knows” to local schools, public libraries, 
and their adopted school.   

 IODE White Cloud Chapter in Warton donated the IODE Violet Downey Book Award 
winning book “The Swallow: A Ghost Story” to the public library and to the local elementary 
school.   They reported that all work in education is promoted by submitting  photos and 
brief articles to the local newspaper.   What a great way to promote IODE! 

Adopted Schools and Classes 2015 
Total Value of Adopted Schools $16,843 

Although faced with many challenges IODE Ontario chapters continued assistance for students 
in 

 7 Northern Ontario schools valued at $4,404 

 14 Labrador schools at a value of $12,439 

 26 chapters and 5 individuals supported more than 500 students from Kindergarten to 
Grade 12 

Unfortunately, notification of relinquishment of adopted classes by two chapters and one 
individual have been received.   

Items sent to adopted schools were determined in consultation with the teachers/principals and 
vary greatly according to their needs. Basic school supplies have been most popular, but arts and 
crafts items, toys and games, books, knitted garments, hygiene products, stickers, treats and 
many other articles have been packed and shipped to schools.  Magazine subscriptions and 
payment of authorized invoices upon receipt are other means of support utilized.  Telephone calls, 
letters, cards and emails are some of the ways schools communicated with chapters. 

High shipping costs and intermittent or poor communication with schools are two of the major 
challenges facing chapters.  One chapter has partnered with a Federal Government Agency to 
help facilitate delivery. 

Congratulations to all participants in this most rewarding program. 

Submitted by Norma Chicoine, Assistant Education Officer 
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IODE Northern Ontario Schools Education Fund 
Administered by Assistant Education Officer Norma Chicoine.  The fund was established to allow 
the Provincial Education Department to respond immediately to requests for assistance from 
remote areas in the north.  The principal of the school must approve all requests.  Assistance is 
given to classes awaiting adoption. 

IODE Ontario Lucy Morrison Memorial Fund for Education:  
This fund was established in memory of a beloved IODE Provincial President. Thanks to the 
generosity of the IODE chapters who donate to the IODE Ontario Lucy Morrison Memorial Fund 
for Education bursaries (which are in dire need) are possible.   

Bursaries up to $1,000 are awarded to post-secondary students at colleges and universities in 
Ontario who demonstrate financial need, have completed one full year of study and are Canadian 
citizens.  During 2015, three students received funding totaling $2,250.    

 Karen Kim ($500) is studying Nutrition at the University of Ottawa 

 Jennifer Schnier ($1,000) is in the Masters’ Program of Environmental Studies-Local 
Economic Development at the University of Waterloo 

 Jaysun Knight ($750) is in his final year of the Human Resources course at Durham 
College completing the Funeral Directors Course 

IODE Ontario Lucy Morrison Memorial Fund for Education - Special Awards for 2015 
Annually, Special Awards are made to students in specific fields.  The appropriate universities, 
colleges and schools are asked to nominate students for these awards.  The Provincial Education 
Committee makes the final decision.    

 The 2015 Music Performance Bursary valued at $2,000 was awarded to Kathryn 
Pietra Jonker.  Kathryn is in her second year of the Bachelor of Music Program at Queen’s 
University, Kingston. This award is based on scholastic ability with funding from the IODE 
Ontario Lucy Morrison Memorial Fund for Education for Special Awards and is presented 
to a student enrolled in the music program at a Community College or University in 
Ontario. 

 Canada’s National Ballet School valued at $1,000 is given to a student entering at least 
Grade 10 selected by the school. Alexandra Hall from Oakville continues to be IODE 
Ontario‘s partner.  Alexandra is in her first year of post-secondary education at the 
Canada’s National Ballet School. 

 Ontario College of Art and Design University valued at $1,000 is given to a 2nd or 3rd 
year student selected by the school was awarded to Emily Kathleen Norry in her second 
year of the Drawing and Painting Program. Her work tends to focus on the representation 
in media, gender, narrative and the human figure.  She hopes to create and merge comics 
and fine arts. 

Nipissing University- Provincial Chapter of Ontario IODE Bursary in Sociology:  
This Bursary was established in 1997 as part of a Building Trust Endowment Campaign at 
Nipissing University in North Bay.  The provincial government matched our contribution of $5,000. 
The annual income is offered as a bursary to a full time student in the third year of Bachelor of 
Arts, Sociology program.  The 2015 recipient was Megan McMaster. 

IODE Gladys Raiter Bursary for Graduate Study valued at $5,000 
This bursary endowed by the Raiter family is given to honour the memory of Gladys Raiter, an 
IODE member in the Kitchener-Waterloo region.  It is offered to a graduate student at the 
University of Waterloo or Wilfrid Laurier University or a resident of Kitchener-Waterloo studying 
at an accredited university elsewhere in Canada.  The recipient of the IODE Gladys Raiter Bursary 
for Graduate Study was awarded to Jessica Dalley.  Jessica is a first year student taking her 
PhD in Clinical Psychology.  During the summer of 2015, she finished her thesis for her Master’s 
Degree specializing in Clinical Psychology: Applied Developmental Emphasis at the University of 
Guelph.  
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We Go To The Best School Contest:  $5,000 
This was a special one-time presentation in celebration of IODE Ontario’s 95th Anniversary.  
Funding from the Edith and Gordon Benson Foundation of $4,000 and $1,000 from the Ontario 
Legacy Fund was awarded April 2015 to St. Paul’s School in Norwood.  We were pleased to 
have Col. Chris Hadfield OC, OOnt., MSC, CD announce the winner via video.  Both Colonel 
Hadfield’s video and the award presentation are posted on the website for your viewing. 

All schools that entered the contest received a Certificate of Participation and IODE promotional 
brochures. 

IODE Toronto Legacy 
At the time of the IODE Toronto Municipal Chapter disbandment, the IODE Toronto Legacy Fund 
was established under IODE Ontario.  The IODE Toronto Legacy Committee oversees all 
programs supported by this fund.  The Committee is comprised of a minimum of five Toronto area 
members, the Toronto Area Vice President and the Provincial President. 

John Buchanan Award valued at $2,000 
The John Buchanan Award is given to a student who has graduated from Western Technical - 
Commercial School and is enrolled in an engineering program. 

John Buchanan, an engineer, who is a graduate of Western Technical & Commercial Collegiate, 
began the award.  In 1946 Mr. Buchanan was the recipient of a $1,200 scholarship from the 
Municipal Chapter of Toronto IODE.  The scholarship allowed Mr. Buchanan to attend 
Engineering Physics at the University of Toronto.  In 2009 to show his appreciation for the 
opportunity given to him by IODE, Mr. Buchanan asked IODE Toronto to establish an award with 
his donation of $10,000.  The recipient of the award has to be a graduate of Western Technical & 
Commercial Collegiate and be enrolled in an engineering program.   

 Shahezad Kassam 

The Toronto Trades Awards valued at $2,000 
The Toronto Trades Awards was given to a male and a female graduate from Central Technical 
School enrolled in a Trades or Apprenticeship Program.  Each student received $1,000.   

 Victoria Falcao was chosen for a five-year apprenticeship in transportation mechanics 
with the TTC 

 Tamas Balint is apprenticing with an electric company in Etobicoke. 

CARD (Community Association of Riders with Disabilities) valued at $1,000 
This program, now under the jurisdiction of IODE Ontario, continues to be supported by the IODE 
Toronto Legacy Fund and chapters.  During the 40-year partnership with CARD, the members of 
Toronto have purchased horses for the riding program, supported the horses with food and 
purchased a van for the use of CARD.   

Eastdale Camping Trip valued at $2,000 
Eastdale Collegiate Institute, a school for inner city students, has received support for a winter 
and spring camping trip.  The program gives students a rare opportunity to leave the city and 
experience wilderness camping.   

Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) Funding valued at $5,000  
Through the generosity of the W. Garfield Weston Foundation, the IODE Toronto Legacy 
Committee is able to purchase TTC tickets for students under the jurisdiction of the Toronto 
District School Board.  Guidance Counselors and /or Social Workers identify students unable to 
afford TTC tickets and by providing these funds, we are helping students attend school regularly 
and more effectively reach their goals. 

IODE Jean Throop Book Award valued at $2,000 
This award is offered annually in recognition of quality children’s literature.  The author and/or 
illustrator must be a Canadian citizen residing in Ontario.  The recipient of the 2015 IODE Jean 
Throop Book Award was Cybele Young for her book “Nancy Knows”.  It is a delightful story of a 
young elephant that remembers many interesting things except the most important one.  Each 
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page is filled with many interesting “thoughts”.  The images on the pages are made from tiny 
detailed whimsical paper sculptures.  

The IODE Toronto Legacy Committee reviews each application on a needs base.  Funds to 
support these programs come from the IODE Toronto Legacy Fund  

Submitted by Mary K. Anderson, IODE Toronto Legacy Committee Convenor  

IODE Hamilton Legacy  
When the Municipal Chapter of Hamilton IODE was disbanded in 2012, the chapter presented 
McMaster University with a monetary gift that was added to establish student awards. 

The Municipal Chapter of Hamilton I.O.D.E. Legacy Bursary valued at $4,000 
Established in 2012 and to be granted to a student or students enrolled in Level III of any program 
who demonstrate financial need.  Preference to be given to students who have graduated from a 
Hamilton secondary school. 

 J Radnor - Nursing 

 T Brandis - Social Science 

 K Kumar - Social Science 

 AS Merino - Social Science 

 K Ulazka - Humanities 

 R Sheikh - Science 

The Daughters of the Empire Club, Hamilton Ltd. Bursaries valued at $4,500 
Established in 1996 in support of its belief that all students should have the opportunity to pursue 
their educational aspirations.  A variable number of bursaries to be granted to students in financial 
need.  Preference to be given to women in the Faculty of Business. 

 T Ke 

 N Iqbal 

 S Gill 

The I.O.D.E.  Hamilton Martha Serrels Academic Grant valued at $1,000 
Is awarded to a student registered in a commerce program in the DeGroote School of Business 
who attains a high sessional average and demonstrates financial need.   

 S Bennis 

 JA Clements 

 D Naik 

The Municipal Chapter (Hamilton), I.O.D.E.  Muriel E Skelton Award valued $300 
Was established in 1944 by the Municipal Chapter of Hamilton, Imperial Order Daughters of the 
Empire.  To be awarded to the student who attains the highest standing in a level 1 History course.   

 Sa Stel - Engineering 

 J Sinclair - Humanities 

The McMaster University Endowment Trust Fund administers these awards. 

IODE War Memorial Scholarship Award - Ontario Selection Committee Report 
The National Chapter of Canada initiated this award in 1918 to commemorate Canadians who 
sacrificed their lives for peace and freedom. Initially bursaries were granted to children of men 
and women who lost their lives or were permanently disabled while fighting for Canada. Today 
applicants must be Canadian citizens, in at least their second year of a doctoral program at a 
Canadian or Commonwealth university and are selected for academic achievement and 
potential.   Each province submits its choices to IODE Canada for consideration.  

The IODE Ontario Selection Committee consisted of Jo Brodie Convenor, Renate Schuetz 1st 
Vice-President, Helen Danby Education Officer, Bonnie Rees Past Provincial President, 
Professor Gregory Gloor, Department of Biochemistry, University of Western Ontario, Dr. Stephen 
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Veldhuis, Ph.D., P.Eng., Department of Mechanical Engineering, McMaster University, and Dr. 
Kara A. Smith, OCT. GTCS, Ph.D., Department of Education, University of Windsor.   

The Selection Committee met on Tuesday, February 11th 2014, to consider 33 applications.  With 
interesting and a varied range of topics in the applications, it was quite a challenge to pick out 
those be recommended to the National Selection Committee.  Seven applications were selected 
for recommendation.  Daniel Cameron from Cambridge and Danielle Ethier from Guelph were two 
of the five IODE War Memorial Scholarship Award for Doctoral Studies 2015 winners. 

Submitted by Jo Brodie, War Memorial Scholarship Convenor 

Donations to National Funds  
National Education Fund $1,595  
Supports awards to National Ballet School of Canada, National Theatre School of Canada, and 
the National Youth Orchestra of Canada as well as assisting to students and schools in remote 
areas.   

Labrabook Fund $1,410 
Provides funds for textbooks for Labrador students attending college or university.   

Labrador Bursary Fund $2,230 
Provides bursaries for students in Labrador schools to acquire post-secondary education.  Ontario 
donation is. 

100th Anniversary Grant $1,280 
Established as IODE’s gift to Canada in honour of IODE’s 100th Anniversary in 2000 this program 
provides a grant of $25,000 (every other year) to an organization offering innovative programs to 
prevent and alleviate child abuse and neglect.  

Second World War Memorial Fund $2,060 
Established as a perpetual memorial to the soldiers who fought for Canada in the two great wars 
this fund provides up to five scholarships at $15,000 each to the most elite of post-doctorate 
students.   

Education Donations:  

 Assistance to local students (scholarships, bursaries, awards,) $99,731 

 Assistance to local schools (equipment, programs, Read for Life) $54,361 

 Other Education work outside of schools (CAS, programs, local shelters) $21,879 

 Donations: Municipal Education Fund  $890 

 Donations: Provincial Education Fund $6,815 

 Donations: Provincial Toronto Legacy Fund $16,900 

Submitted by Helen Danby, Education Officer 
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Membership Report 

Number of reported paid up members as of 31 December 2014         1330 

Number of reported paid up members as of 31 December 2015         1263 

Chapters in Province of Ontario    
1 Provincial Chapter 

3 Municipal Chapters 

60 Primary Chapters in Good Standing 

The above numbers reflect the IODE Province of Ontario Chapter reports as submitted to the 
Provincial Membership Officer. 

It is with regret that the following chapters found it necessary to relinquish their charters during 
2015. 

 IODE London Municipal Chapter chartered 1911 

 IODE Flying Officer Kenneth Lucas Chapter, St Thomas chartered 1940 

 IODE Bishop Hellmuth Chapter, London chartered 1955 

 IODE Margaret Brand Chapter, Nepean chartered 1994 

 IODE Edith Carleton Chapter, Peterborough chartered 1950 

 IODE Helen Philips Chapter, Mitchell chartered 1976  

 IODE Lieutenant Patrick Wilson Chapter, Tilbury chartered 1939 

Chapter disbandments are recorded in IODE Ontario’s permanent minutes with regret. The 
chapters cited advanced age, illness, the inability to fill executive positions, difficulty attracting 
new members and the rising cost of membership. We recognize and thank these women for their 
devoted service to IODE over many years. 

 Four Members transferred to another chapter 

 We said good-bye to 71 members 

 We are saddened by the passing of 31 members who dedicated their time and energy to 
IODE projects and initiatives province wide 

 We recorded 64 NEW Members 

Recruiting Members 

 IODE Dr. Elizabeth Bagshaw Chapter, Hamilton welcomed new members through 
personal contact and the IODE website.  

 IODE Lorraine Chapter, Ottawa uses sewing bees throughout the year to introduce IODE 
to prospective members. 

 IODE Royal Wyndham Chapter, Guelph invites prospective members to fundraising 
events throughout the year. 

 IODE Victoria Guelph Chapter, Guelph engages prospective members at their Card Party, 
Bake-less Bake Sale and Auction.  

 IODE White Cloud Chapter, Wiarton places IODE information on local bulletin boards. 

 IODE William Melville Spencer Chapter, London recruits new members at their fall fashion 
show and spring bridge marathon. 

 IODE Walter Baker Chapter, Ottawa members approach prospective members at their 
annual BBQ fundraiser in aid of Nelson House. 

IODE Ontario Chapter Activities During 2015 

 IODE 40th Northumberland Regiment Chapter, Norwood held a November Lunch & Bazaar 
inviting vendors from the local area. The vendors reached out to the community through 
social media resulting in almost 200 attendees. 
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 As a Regimental Chapter, IODE 48th Highlanders Chapter, Toronto seeks out members 
from the Regimental family. The December Luncheon and Birthday Luncheon in May allow 
prospective members to see the chapter in action. 

 IODE Amelia F. Sims Chapter, Toronto holds an annual promotional Christmas Luncheon. 
The 20th annual luncheon was held in 2015. 

 IODE Angela Bruce Chapter, Oakville reaches out to members who are ill through phone 
calls, cards and flowers. 

 IODE Bemersyde Chapter, Campbellford presented 60-year service pins to two members 
and ten-year service pins to two other members at a special Christmas meeting. 

 IODE Captain Garnet Brackin Chapter, Chatham held their annual Christmas House Tour 
again this year. The house tour acts as both fundraising and membership drives. 

 This past year IODE Captain Hooper Chapter, Carleton Place was busy hosting a number 
of events including a curling bonspiel, a psychic experience, a bridge luncheon, and 
served tea and cake at a Queen’s Jubilee Tea. 

 IODE Carrie Alexandria McCall Chapter, Simcoe was busy selling planters and maple 
syrup. Members assisted at the Norfolk County Fair. 

 IODE Comber Chapter, Comber held spring and Christmas fundraisers promoting IODE. 

 IODE Confederation Chapter, Ridgetown distributed promotional material at their major 
fundraisers throughout 2015. 

 IODE Dr. Innis Mary MacDonald Chapter, Markham celebrated member’s special 
occasions and recognize illness and birthdays throughout the year. 

 IODE Eldon House Chapter, London had a rewarding year with fundraising sales at a local 
mall, a garage sale and organized bus tours to Princes of Wales Theatre and Shaw 
Festival. 

 IODE Elizabeth Barrett Browning Chapter, Sudbury used their annual Harvest Lunch to 
recruit new members. 

 IODE Elizabeth II Chapter, Sarnia sold geraniums and participated at the IODE Sarnia 
Lambton Municipal Chapter’s Christmas Home Tour in 2015. The marathon bridge 
tournament this year was a huge success. 

 IODE Errol Egremont Chapter, Camlachie was busy in 2015 with several fundraisers 
including a geranium sale, a “Fifty is Nifty” beauty seminar and participated in the annual 
IODE Sarnia Lambton Municipal Chapter’s Christmas Home Tour. Grooming bags were 
prepared and delivered to the local hospital. 

 IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter, Petrolia were busy again this year baking apple pies and 
butter tarts. The chapter rounds out their year’s activities with a Christmas Home Tour, 
geranium sales and 50/50 draws at the local Farmer’s market. 

 IODE Mary Armstrong Chapter, Strathroy celebrated a century of service with a Tea 
hosted by Season’s Retirement Community. 

 IODE Preston Chapter, Cambridge held their annual house tour. The event exposes the 
good works of IODE to the public. 

 IODE Susie Sorabji Chapter, Uxbridge are known for their pies and butter tarts. The 
chapter members prepare and serve at the local soup kitchen. 

 IODE Val Griffiths Chapter, Dorchester reports members were busy during the year with 
a pancake breakfast and fashion show among other activities.  

The 2015 Provincial Membership Awards 
Membership is an ongoing challenge for all organizations and IODE Ontario recognizes and 
applauds the efforts of all Chapters to recruit new members during 2015. 

This year’s awards acknowledge chapters having installed the greatest number of new paid up 
members for 2015. Membership fees must have been received at IODE Ontario and processed 
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prior to December 31st to be included for the current year. The Membership Officer has verified 
the results. 

First place with 8 new members 
IODE Maple Leaf Chapter, Goderich 

Second place with 7 new members 
IODE Errol Egremont Chapter, Camlachie 

Third place with 5 new members 
IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter, Petrolia 

The names of winning chapters to be inscribed on the IODE Ontario Membership Award plaque. 

Through the efforts of all Ontario IODE members, we Make it Happen!  

Submitted by Shirley Ann Elms, Membership Officer 

 

 

 

 

Services Report 

Total Value of Services Programs For 2015 ……………………………………………. $739,083 

Congratulations to the IODE Ontario Primary Chapters who “Make It Happen” through service 

contributions of work and donations in their home communities as well as Provincial and National 
Projects and beyond.     

Chapters participated in a variety of Food Projects, within schools, shelters and with seniors 
groups.  Local Food Banks have also been supported with generous donations as well as other 
food related activities such as the IODE Bridlewood Chapter, Toronto whose members prepared 
and served food at an Out of the Cold Program. IODE Suzie Sorabji Chapter in Uxbridge made 
and served soup at a local Soup Kitchen.  Basic needs were met by the IODE Walter Baker 
Chapter, Nepean when they purchased new pots and pans for the local Easter Seal Camp, while 
IODE Dr. Innes Mary Macdonald Chapter, Markham purchased water filtration systems for 
villages in Malawi.  The IODE Kathleen Drope Chapter, Etobicoke provided support and a 
celebration dinner for a school program that encourages students to stay in school and complete 
their education, combined food and Education.    

The combined Food Projects donations totaled $54,727 

Many chapters assembled Good Grooming Bags, Fresh Start Baskets, bedding, and clothing then 
donated to (women’s, men’s and teens) shelters, groups working with homeless persons and 
Children’s Aid Societies.  IODE City of Lakes Chapter, Sudbury provided teaching aids and treats 
to a Better Beginnings Program for teen parents and an Alzheimer Program. 

On an international note, the IODE Carrie Alexandria McCall Chapter in Simcoe adopted a child 
from the Philippines.  Two Chapters assisted new Syrian families moving to their communities.  
IODE White Cloud Chapter, Wiarton assembled quilts for each Syrian family member and IODE 
Bertha Cane Chapter, Newmarket assisted with clothes and bedding. 

The summary of donations for equipment, bedding, new clothing, layettes, shelters, camp 
funds and medical emergency totaled $245,510 

The summary of donations for Used Clothing @ $10 per pound, Work not reported 
elsewhere and Miscellany Items totaled $406,836 
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The Provincial Chapter Services collected used eyeglasses with cases for redistribution to the 
needy by an optometrist. Fifty pairs were collected valued at $10 each.    

IODE Eldon House Chapter, London used funds they raised to purchase a pair of specialty 
eyeglasses for a needy student. 

In the Fall IODE Ontario Newsletter, the Services Committee sent out a request for assistance in 
providing Toys for the Far North in preparation for the Christmas packing.  Caring IODE members 

“Make It Happen”!  Toys, craft sets, books and Christmas clothing were brought in at our 

October and November Provincial Executive Meetings.  IODE Captain Hooper Chapter in 
Carleton Place packed and sent 25 gift bags that included small clothing items, toys, treats and 
craft materials to delight young hearts.  The Provincial Councillors responded with terrific 
enthusiasm to an email request, to help make special Gift Bags for teen girls more interesting by 
donating costume jewelry and cosmetics  .  

IODE Dr. Elizabeth Bagshaw Chapter, Hamilton held an autumn fundraising event, “Tastes of 
Tuscany”.  The ticket price was a donated small toy.  They collected $800 worth of toys, which 
they donated to the Provincial Toy packing. The chapter members also helped to pack 32 cartons 
for the enjoyment of northern children.  

Remote Northern Communities Receiving Services Support; 

Northern Ontario      Labrador  
5 Nursing Stations  3 Nursing Stations 
4 Schools   3 Schools 
4 Community Centres  4 Community Centres 

     

Nunavut   Manitoba  
5 Nursing Stations  1 Nursing Station 
1 School    

Chapters donations to the Provincial Packing Room included baby quilts, hand knit sweaters, 
hats, socks, gloves, good grooming bags, toys, shoes, snowsuits, clothing for infants, children 
and adults, baby care products and books.  IODE Royal Wyndham Chapter, Guelph arranged for 
6 cartons of donated books from Guelph author Jean Little and her family that we used for the 
“Toys for the North” program.  Thank you to the Chapters who donate and made this important 
part of Services successful for the Northern Committees. 

The value of items donated to the Packing Room is $69,206 

Support for Provincial Funds: Support for National Funds: 
Services   $3,762  National Services $3,455 
Shipping $2,861  Snack Pack $7,235 
Footwear for Kids $3,305  Disaster Relief Fund $1,755 
Toys for North $1,763   
    

Thank You IODE members, who travel to the office and set up the packing stations, fill and weigh 
the cartons.  Your help is greatly appreciated.    

Thank You IODE ladies for your donations of time, energy, money and sharing your knitting, 
sewing and crocheting talents.  These and so much more have provided a very successful 2015 
for IODE Ontario Services.  Be proud of your work and accomplishments that help others.   

Submitted by Virginia Reade, Services Officer  
and Donna O’Reilly, Assistant Services Officer 
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Standard Bearer  Report 

It was an honour to Parade and place the flag of IODE Ontario at the opening ceremony of the 
95th Annual Meeting held on April 17th and 18th, 2015 at the Hilton Garden Inn Ottawa Ontario, 
where the flag remained in place throughout the meeting. 

The Canadian flag was placed at all Provincial Executive meetings.  

Municipal chapters and primary chapter Standard Bearers reported that large flags and table flags 
had been placed at general, executive and annual meetings.   

Flags were displayed at Citizenship Courts, Founders Day and Church Services, Canada Day 
Parades, Christmas House Tours, Christmas Bazaars, Antique Shows and at the bestowal 
ceremony of a new chapter.    

Flags had been donated to schools, libraries and churches. 

Flags were paraded at many Remembrance Day Services, Founder’s Day Services and flags had 
been placed at funeral homes in honour of deceased members 

Primary Chapter Standard Bearers expressed the pride that they have in their duties as they 
cared for their chapter's flag at events.  

Submitted by Sheila DeJaegher, Standard Bearer Officer  
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